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THE 


REFACE. 
His following Diſcourſe was 
Written for the ſatisfaFbion 

of a particular Perſon, who 

F the Being and Providence of 
od , but expreſſed a mean Eſteem of | 
p Scriptures and the Chriſtian 
; Bon Which us become ſo com- 
eme among the Scepticks 

his Age, that+ the Author of this 
i Ks thought i it worth his time and 
Fe, to conſider the force of the Ob- 
ons that were made againſt them. 
cially, bemg written in a grave and 

1 Manner , and not with that 
Ilery and Buffonry , which the 
Perſons of this Age commonly be- 
upon Religton. Ie might be 
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quit expetted from ſuch who pretalg, 
to Breeding and Civility , that ths 
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would at leaft ſhew more reſpeft 4nd 
thing , which hath prevailed ſo mu" 
among Men of the beſt Underſtand” 
and Fducation , and who have had "4 


think they have great Reaſon to eſih 
and love,and they would not endure i! 5, 
ſcorn and contempt of their meat" 
Servant, which they too of ten ſhew\ 8 
wardsReligion,and the things belong. , 
toit. If they are not in earnelt WE; 
they . ſcoff and mock at ſacred thin 7 
their own conſciences will tell them F* ;; 
a borrible impiety ; if they are in fl , 
neſt, let them debate theſe 4 
calmly and ſeriouſly , and let the ſi © 
.Ter Reaſon prevall. Men may i 
ſharply and wittil againſt the cletY 
"things in the World , as the Scepiij 
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| The Preface. | 
EN fy 
oF old did again all Certainty of $ enſe 
nd Reaſon ; but we ſhould think that 
bh. an out of his ſen es, that would 
20 diſpute the Being of the dun, or _ 
Be Colour of the Snow. We ao not | i 
Y/ py , the Matters of | Religion are capa- 2 
Ble of the ſame evidence with that of J 
Re on bag part of judge 
ment and underitanding , to know the 
"proportion and fitneſs ; evidence to the © 
"Nature of the thing to be proved. They 
"Fould not have the Eye to judge of taſts, 
nor the Noſe of Metaphyſicks ; and 
Set theſe would be as proper as t0 have 
Mthe ſenſes judge of Immaterial Beings. 

©1f we do not give as good Re ſen fer 

bY the Principles of our Religion , as1 þ E 

| nature of Religion conſidered , can be 

s given for it, let us then be blamed for 

| our weakneſs in defending il 0 but let 

| not Religion ſuffer , till they are ſure 
F nothing more can be ſaid for it. 
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_.  -Fhe Prefacs . 

wag Theol. © There | w a late Author , I hear, as | 
mightily in vogue among many , wh = 

cry Hp any [ bing 011 he Atheiſtic] i 

I1de, though never ſo weak and triflim, 48 

It were no difficult task to lay openth 

falſe Reaſonings, and  inconſiſtm 1-4 

Hypotheles of his Book; which hat} + p 

been ſufficiently done already in tha 
Language Wherein it Was Written. By 
if for the Advancement of Irreli 

g10n among us, that Book be, as it vW 

talked , Tranſlated into our Tongue, Oh 

there will not , Thope, want thoſe wh ap 

will be as ready to defend Religion au WS 

Morality, as others are to decr)_ 

and deſpiſe them. Thy 

RT Rel 
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[ Letter of Reſolution to a 

Perſon unſatisfied about 

the Truth and Authority 
"of the Scriptures. 


| Lthough [ do not pre- 
.. tend to any skill in 
Wa the depths of Theology, 
SE yet I am heartily 
> +<, concerned for the 
Tratl FR Honour of the Chriſtian 
Religion ; which it is the deſign of 
your papers to undermine. When 
E fixſt looked them over , I could 
10t think them ſo conſiderable AS 
0 deſerve a particular Anſwer ; 
If - Fn from one in my cir- 


mſtances, who have ſo much 
B other 


A Objections againlt the Juthozity 2 ; 
other buſineſs lying upon me, apy 
ſo little leiſure and health to pugye 
form it; but I found at the cagin 
cluſion of your Papers, fo earn{gyhy 
and vehement a defire expreſkyyj 
by you, that I would return Jpg 
Anſwer, in order to the lettizgnc 
ment of your mind, that I coulbyx 

not refuſe an Office of fo grefind 
Charity, as you repreſent it to band 
I confeſs, when 1 confidered tiyont 
nature of your Objections , arthat 
the manner of managing themwat 
_ 1 could hardly believe that thique 
proceeded from a doubtful Minpro 
that was deſirous of any favthe1 
faction ; bur ſince you tell me lany' 

L will firſt ſhew my Charity in bhy 
lieving it, and then in endeavoaby 
ning to give you my poor alt 
ance, and impartial advice, in offs 
der to your ſatisfation. And he 


truth, think umpartial adyice wi'vi 
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* of the Sctiptutes Infwered. —þ 
Mcribute more to that end, than | 
pe ding Time and Paper in run= 
tits chrough all che difficulcies , 


hich it is poſſible for a mY 
Wind to ratle againſt che plaineſt 
Paths in the World: For there 
$nothing ſo clear and evident ; 
we a Sophiſtical Wit will always 


> 


11k ſomething ro lay againſt It - 
nd if you- be the Perſon I cake 
'ott for, you very well know , 
hat there have been ſome, who 
Fanted neither Wir, nor Elo- 
Jnence, who have gone abour to 
Irove , That there was Nothing m 
he World; ard that if there were 
y'thing , it could not be underſtood 
y-Men ; that if it were underſtood 
y:.one Man, it could not be expreſſed 
& another : And beſides ſuch ex- 
ravagant underrakers as thele , 
tow many have there been, who 
ith plaufible and ſubtle: Argu- 
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©bjections againlk the Authozity 
ments, have endeayoured to ove gg... 
th rLoW all MANmncr of Gi ert aint) Y JL 
either by Senſe or Reaſon? Mi gas 
we therefore quit all pretences: Win 
Certainty , becaule we cannor, | Fg; 
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may be , Anlwer all the Subtiltic nl 
of the Scepticks * And thereto: gg 
I am by no means ſatisfied wit gg 
your manner of proceeding unlc« 
deſiring all particular difficulties to cult 
An(wer'd , before we conſider the mi the 
evidences of the Chriſtian Faith agec 
For the only reaſonable way ( and 
proceeding in this matter , ist Jef 
conjider, firſt, whether there Þ phet 
lufficient Motives to perſwade yl the 
to imbrace the Chriſtian Fait! Apo 
and then to weigh the difficultic bel 
and to compare them with tithe 

Reaſons and Arguments for belit are 
; andif thoſe do not appe! thr 
_ enough to overthrow th ye 
_ korce of the other, you may re. Er 


r latisfie i 


-” of the Scriptures Anſwered, 
| Brisfied 1 in the Chriſtian Faith, al- 
th though you cannot Anſwer every 
dfculty that may be raiſed a- 
Winſ the Books wherein our Re- 
110n 1s contained. 1 pray Sir, 
- F508 with your ſelf, do not 
you think it poſſible for any man 
© have Faith enough to ſave him, 
faleſs he can ſolve all the diff- 
-ulris in C hronologie that are in 
he Bible, unleſs he can give an 
account of every particular Law 
and Cuſtom among the Jews , un- 
leſs he can make out all the Pro- 
phetick Schemes , and can tell what 
he Number of the Beaſt in the 
Apocalypſe means ?.If a Man may 
* and be ſaved, withour 
heſe things, to "what purpoſe 
are they objedted for the over- 
throw of the Chriſtian Faith * Do 
you think a Man hath nor reaſon 
tough to believe there is extended 
i ; Matter 
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Dbjectfons againlt the Juthozity 
Matter in the World , unleſs , Qbji 
can ſolve all the difficulties thy may 
ariſe from the extenſion or divifh tQ 

lity of Matter ;z OL that he hath | Ji 
Soul , unlels he can make it cle; pM 
how an immaterial and materi 
Subſtance can be ſo united as or Al 
Soul and Body are? Or that th BF 
Sun ſhines, unleſs he can demon 4M 
ſtrate whether the Sun or th WF 
Earth moves? Or that we hay 14 
any certainty of things , unleſs | HE 
Can align the undoubted criteri 
of Truth and Falſhood in 2 
things ? Theſe things I mentic 
on purpole , to let you ſee, th © 
the moſt certain things \ have d bas 
ficulties about them \ which n be 
One thinks It necellary for him ( We 


Anſwer, in order to his aſſuranc 


of the Truth of the things but! + 
Jong asthe evidence for them i © 


MucA more conſiderable than th 


p3 % 
OL, 
| % JE | : | 
4 " j F 
& = : 


TY; 
t ( 


; 4 [" 
= 4  * - - % = 
4 p p do . % ” 
Is dc 
4 


4d 


4 


o 
- 
[ 
ſ : 
ſ 
' - 
o 


- of the Scriptures Anſwered. 

jections againſt them , we 
may ſafely acquieſce in our aſſent 
o\them, and leave the unfol- 
ling theſe difficulties ro the Diſ- 
buters of this World, or the 
Knowledge of another. Is it nor 
fax more reaſonable for us to 
think , that in Books of fo great 
Antiquity , as thole of Moſes are , 
written in a Language whole 
Idietiſms are {o different from ours, 
there may be ſome difficulty in-- 

the Phraſes, ar computation of 
Times or Cuſtoms of the People, 
that we cannot well underſtand , 
than that all the Miracles 
wrought by Moſes ſhould have 
been Impoſtures; and that Law, 
which was preſerved ſo conſtant- 
ly, maintained with that reſolu- 
tign by the wiſeſt of the People 
of the Jews, who choſe to dye 
rather than diſown it, ſhould be 
Tm all 


- 


3 Hbjectionsagainlt the Juthozity | 
all a cheat? Is it not more rea. Har; 


ſonable for us to ſulpe& our own ro 


KN " 


 Underſtandings , as to the Speeches nd 
and Actions O {ome of the Pr 0- 4 ICY 
phets, than to think that Men ee 
who deſigned ſo much the advan- 
cing Virtue , 'and diſcouraging 
Vice, ſhould be a pack of Hypo- k 
crites and Deceivers ? Can any wt 
Man of common ſenſe ſulpet & 
the Chriſtian Religion to be a Feurb, - a 
or an Impoſture , becauſe he can- -@: 
not underſtand the Number of mt 
the Beaſt, or Interpret the Ap#-. 
calyptick Viſions? 1 could hardly WN 
have believed any Man preten- 
ding to Reaſon, could object theſe 
things, unleſs I ſaw them, and W 
were called upon to Anſwer ® 
them. pL: th 

. Therefore, Sir, my ſerious and © 
impartial advice to you is, in. 'Þ 
the firſt Place to conlider and de- ® 
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| of the Scriptures Anſwered. 

Hate the main point, 4. e. the 
Proofs of the Chriſtian Dotctym , 
nd not to'hunt up and down the 
Scriptures for every thing that 
&cms a difficulty to you,and then 
by heaping all rheſe rogether to 
make the _—_— ſeem a confu- 


Kd heap of indigeſted ſtuff, 


Which being taken 1n -pieces and 
Ec nſidered , with that modeſty , 
-ligence, and care, that doth: be- 


-Eome us , will appear to contain 
nothing unbecoming that Sacred 
u d PYenerable Name which the 
Scriptures do bear among us. * | 
2 If therefore, you deſign nor 
eavilling but farisfaction , you 
will joyniflue with me upon the 
"rene ogg» ag 
ther the Chriſtian Religion were from 

God, or from Men ? For if this be 

"proved to have been from God, 

MW che other things will eafily 1 

=_ bs. [uh oy 


Objections againlt the Juthozity | } 
off of themſelves, or be remo: 
ved with a little induſtry. F 

In - the - Debate of this, I}... 


ſhall conſider, firſt, what things 4 


are agreed upon between us, % 
and then wherein the diflerence . F: 
lies. BEI FX. 
1. Jou grant an abſolutely perſett 
and independent Beg , whom we call % 
God. 
2. That the World was at firſt 


Created , and is ſtill governed by {| 
3. That He is ſo Holy, as to be 
the Author of no Sin, although he 4 
aoth not hinder Men from ſmning. _} 

4- T hat this God is to receive from 
us all Worſhip proper to Him, of Pray- 
ers, Praiſes,  * = 

5. That it is the Will of this God, 
that we ſhould lead boly , peaceable , # 


and innocent Lives. 
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| of the Scriptures Anfwered, | 
$ere Repentance and bearty endeavours 
to do his Will, although they do not 
qerfeftly obey it. 

# 7. That there is a State of Re- 
ards and Puniſhments in another 
World, according to the courſe of Meng 
Lives bere. 

* 8. That there are many excellent 
Precepts in the writings of the New 

Teſtament inducing to FHumlity and 

S$elfdenyal, and to the Flanour of 
:God, and civil duty and honeſty 0 
Life; and theſe in @ more plentiful 
Inanner than is to be found in any other 
"Profeſſion of Religion publickly 
Y known. 

' The Queſtions then remal- 
ning, are , (1) Whether the mat- 
ters of Fatt are true , which are re- 
"ported in the Writings of the New 
Teftament* (2) Suppaling them 
do ſufficiently - 

have been from 
6? 048 1. Whe- 


D8J, 


"true, Whether they 
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12 Objections againltthe Juthozity | 
1. Whether the matters of Fatt wp 
' were true or no? And as to this Fr 
point, I wiſh you had ſet down '* 
the Reaſons of- your doubting, 
more clearly and diſtinaly than 
you have done : Whar I can pick | 
up, amounts to theſe things. 28 
1. That there can be no certamty of a 
matter done at ſuch a diſtance of time, 
there having been many fictitions Hi- 
ſtories in the World. 2. That it u 
probable , that theſe things might be 
written, when there was no one Livins E 
to detef+ the falſhood of them ; and *. 
thus you ſay, the Grecians, Romans, 2? 
Egyptians, and other Nations were # 
at firſt impoſed upon by ſome Men , who # 
pretended to deliver to them the H;- * 
ſtory of their Gods and Heroes , and 
the Wonders wrought by them. ® 
2. That theſe things might more ea- | oF 
þ ly be done 2 bolt e Printing was "i 


wed; and that there is reaſon to 


. | | 
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7 of the Scriptures Anſwered, 
Y/pett the more, becauſe of the Pious | 
Frauds of the Primitive Chriſtians , 
$n- the Legends of the Papiſts. 
4. That there may have been many 
b Fore Deceptions and Impoſtures in the 
x 8 of propagating falſe Revelations 
| @nd Miracles than we can now diſcover. 

. That we ought not to take the Te- 
Þimony of Scripture, or the Chriſtian 
1 Priters in this cafe, becauſe they may 


be ſuſpeted of partiality; and that 
the Teſtimony f Joſephus 7 fu 
pefted by divers learned. Men to be 
Fraudulently put in by Chriſtians. 
6. That there are ſufficient grounds 
From the Story it ſelf , and the Ob- 
Jeftions of Enemies to ſuſp ett the 
; truth of it; becauſe of the contra- 
"Giction and incon ſiſtency of the parts 
. it ; the want of accompliſhment of 
A "the Promiſes and Prophecies of _it ; 
"the obſcurity and unintelligibleneſs of 
ge parts ; ; the tfefhs Y the Per- 
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44  Dbjections againlf the Juthozity WM 
F- ſons mentioned tberem , St. Paul'; Mol 


"i 
Ll 


oftentation , the jarrs between Petet Mi 
and Paul , and Paul and Barnabas. i 
7. That from theſe things you have | 
Juſt cauſe to doubt the- Apoſtles ſmnce- Þ 
rity, and you think they might have 8 
madireft ends im drvulgmg the Mira- 8 
cles recorded m Scripture ; and that 
Men might be contented to ſuffer , to Wt 
make themſelves heads of a new Set 
of Religiom, and'to rule over the * 
Conſciences of Men ; and that they © 
bad time enough to make a conſiderable 3 
tereſt before the Perſecutions began. Þ 
This is the. force of all I can ? 
find out, in the ſeveral parts of 'F' 
your Papers towards the invali- * 
dating the Teftimony concerning 3 
the matters of fact reported in the 
Writings of the New Teſta- 
ment. © 1 
In Anſwer to all the 
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_ of the Scriptures Inſwered, 15 
of fact done at ſuch a diſtance of 
time may have ſufficient evidence 
to oblige Men to believe them. 
2. That there is no reaſon to ſul- 
ect the Truth of thoſe Matters 

Wof fact which are contained in 
the Hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
Wment. 3. Thacthe Apoſtles gave 
Fche greateſt reftimonies of their 
FSincerity , thar could be expected 
Zfrom them ; and chat n& matters 
Yof fact were ever better atteſted 
Ethan choſe which are reported by 
Sthem; from whence it will fol- 
Slow, That it is not reaſon but 
2 unreaſonable Suſpicion and Scepti- - 
Yciſm , if not willfulneſs and ob- 
I ſtinacy which makes Wen to 

J continue ro doubt after fo great 

2 evidence. | FH! 

& 1. That we may have-ſuch 

2 evidence of Matters of Fa&# done 

7 at ſuch a diſtance of rime as may 


| oblige 


Objections againlt the Yuthozity | of 
oblige us to believe. the "Truth ofie/t 
them. This we are firſt to make 
out, becauſe ſeveral of your Ob-| 
jections ſeem ro imply, That we 
can have no certainty of ſuc 
things ; becauſe Wwe cannot knoy 
what tricks may have been plaid 
in former times, when it was far 
more eaſie to deceive ; and that it 
4s confeſſed, there have been ſe- 
veral Frauds of this kind , which 


have a long time prevailed m the 
World. But have not the very 
ſame Arguments been uſed againſt 
all Religion , by Atheiſts ? >And if 
the Cheats that have been in Re- 
ligion, have no force againſt the 
Bemg of God, why ſhould they 
have any m_ the Chriſtian Re- 
gion? Andif the common con- 
lenc of Mankind fignifie any 


thing as to the acknowledgement 5 


of a Deity, why ſhould not the | 
_— 


of the Scriptures Anlwc red. 17 
eſtimony of the , Chriſtian Church , 
| circumſtantiated as 1t, 1s., be 
f ſufficieft .ſtrengrh. ro receive 
he Marters.of Fact delivered by 
2 which is all .I at preſent de- 
re. Do we queſtion any of the 
tories delivered by the common 
onſent of Greek or Latin  Hiſtor 
ans, although we. bave only 
he bare Teſtimony of thoſe 
Iitorians for xhem ?, , And yer. 
our.0bjeftions would lye againſt 
very one of them: How do we 
now the, great prevalency of 
he Roman Empire? was, 1t, not | 
elivered by thoſe who belonged 
0 it, and were. concerned. to _ 
nake the beſt of it? What know 
Ve, bur thouſands of Hiſtor ies have. 
een loſt, that confuted .all that 
ve now have. congerning the 
Teatnels of Rome? What know 
ne was deſtrayed 


So 


e 


ve, but that Rom 


' pure, or that Catiline was one 0 
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by Carthage ) or that Hamill y CC 
quite overthrew the Roman Enfiffþr it * 


the beſt Men in the World, be 
cauſe all our preſent Hiftorie 
were writren by Men of their! 
other {1de 2 How can we tell buWhc 
that the Perſians deſtroyed ri 
Macedonians , becauſe all our 4: 
counts of Alexanders Expedition 
are Originally trom the Greeks! 
And why might not we ſu{pet{Wne 
greater partiality in all theſe Cx 
les, when the Writers did not giveſſohl' 
a thouland part of that evidence Fa 
* for their fideliry , that the Firſt 
Chriſtians did ? And yet, what 
{hould we think of ſuch a perſon 
who {ſhould call in queſtion the 
| belt Hiſtories of all Nations, 
becauſe they are written by tho 
of the ſame Countrey ? By which 
. ie ſeems, you will neyer allow | 


any. 


of the Scriptures Aiſwoered, 
y competent Teſtimony ar all ;- 
rif ſuch things be written by 
nemies and Strangers, we have 
aſon to ſuſpect beth their 
nowledge and integrity ; if 
ritten by Friends , then though 
ey might know the Trath, yet 
ey would write partially of 
eir own fide : Sothat upon thus 
inciple,no Hiſtory ar all, ancient 
r modern is to be believed; tor 
ey are all reported either by 
1ends or Enemies : and ſo not 
ly Divine, but all Humane 


uch will be deſtroyed. I am; 


J 0 | " \ 
/ no means a Friend to uinteaſo- ** * 


ible credulity ; butl am as little 
unreaſonable diſtruſt and 
ſpicion ; if the one be Folly , 
e other is Madnels- No pru- 
nt Man believes any thing , be- / 
uſe it 1s poſſible to be true ; nor 
jects any thing meerly becaule 
M7 -* K 


©bjections againlt the Authozity 
it is poſſible to be falſe : Butt 
is the prudence of eyery My 
ro weigh and conlider all circum 
ſtances, and according to them, 
to aſlent, or diſſent. We ll 
know it is poſſible for Men to def 
ccive, or to be deceived, but wel 
know there 1s no neceflity « 
either ; and that there is. luch 1 
thing as Truth in the World ; and 
though Men may deceive , ye 
they do not always ſo; and that 
Men may know they are nor de: 
ceived. For elſe there could b*Þ 
no ſuch thing as Society among © 
Mankind*, no Friendfhip, or Tru, Þf !' 
or Confidence in the Word of anc-ÞÞl © 
ther perſon ; becauſe it is poſſible 
that the beſt Friend I have may 
deceive = and the World is 
tull of diffimulation muſt | 
therefore believe no Body 2 This 
1s the juſt conſequence of thisÞ 


Way 


of the Scripture Anſwered, 
ray of Arguing , That we have 
aſon to ſuſpeet the Truth of 
eſe Matters 'of Fatt, becauſe 
re have been many Frauds in 
e World, and might have been 
any more than we can now diſ- _ 
ver; for it this Priaciple be 
urſued , it will deltroy all So- 
ety among Men; which 1s 
uilt on the ſuppoſition of mu- 
1al truſt and confidence that 
lea have in each other: And 
though it be poſſible for all 
len to deceive, becaule we 
annot know one anothers hearts, 
et there are {uch Characters of 
lonefty and Fidelity in ſome 
erſons, that others dare venture 
1eir Lives and Fortunes upon 
heir Words. And is any Man 
ought a Fool for .doing ſo? 
lay, have not the molt prudenc 
nd ſagacious Men repoled a 
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mighty confidence jn the Integijſev!\ 
LY of others ? And without this © 
no great affairs can be carried of 
in the World ; for {ince the green 
teſt Perſons need the help of 6 pole 
thers to manage their buſineſs |Þ® © 
they muſt truſt other Men cont nd 
nually ; and every Man puts hi Wo 
Lite into the hands of others, 
to whom he gives any freedom} 
of acceſs, and eſpecially Þ 


| Servants: Muſt a Man therefore 


live in continual ſuſpicion and 
— , becauſe it is pofibl 

e may be deceived ? Bur if tht 
be thought unreaſonable, thei} 
we gain thus much , that 1AOot- ; ol 
withſtanding the poſſibiliry 0 a 
deception , Men may be truſted} * 
in ſome caſes, and their F idelitfÞ © 
falely relied upon: This being 
granted, we are to enquire what 
that aſſurance is which makes us 


truſt 
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ruſt any' one; and whereever 
e find a concurrence .of the 
ame circumſtances, or equal EVIs 
lence of fidelity, we may re- 
ole the ſame truſt or confidence 
n them. And we may ſoon 
find that it 1s not any ones bare 
Word that makes us truſt him , 
bur either the reputation | of his 
Incegrity among o dilcer ning Men ; 
or Our long experience | and ob- 
ſervation k him: T his latter is 
only confined to our own tryal ; 
but the former is more general , 
and reaches beyond « our OWNn Age, 
fince we may have the Teſtimony 
of diſcerning Perſans convey d 
down to us in as certain a manner, 
as we can know the mind of a ' 
Friend at a 100 Miles diſtance, Vis 
by Writing, And in this caſe, we 
defice no mare than to be ſatis- 
bed ad thole things Were WII 


C 4 ren 
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Y ten'bythem:” and thar they: del Th 
ferved to be believed in wha 1: 
they writ;; thus; itt any one would 
be ſatisfied about the paſſages df 
the Peloponneſian War , and hath 
Heard that Thucydides. hath accu-| 
tately written it, he hath no more | 
todo, than to enquire whether 
this Thucydides were capable of 
giving a good account w, it, and 
for that, he hears that he was a 
great and inquiſitive Perſon, that 
ived inthat Age ,” and knew. all 
the occurrences of it, and'whett 
he is ſatisfied 'of” that , his next 
ary 1s, whether the ray - be 
truſted or no: and for this, he 
can expect no - better ſatisfaction, 
- han char his Hiſtory hath been in 
great reputation for 'its integrity 
among the moſt knowing Per- 
fons; but how ſhall he be ſure | 
this was the Hiſtory ; written by | 


1hucy- 
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Tucydides ; ſince there have been 


many counterfeit Writings ob- 
cruded upon the World ?' Beſides 


the conſent of learned Men in' all 


Ages ſince , we may compare the 


Teſtimonies cited out of it with the 
Hiſtory we have, and the Style, 
with the CharaQer given of Thu- 
ejdides , and the Narrations, with 
other credible Hiſtories 'of thoſe 
Times; and if all theſe agree, 
what reaſon can there be nor to 
rely upon the Hiſtory of Thucy- 
dides ? * All learned Men do ac- 


multitudes of ffirious writings , 
but do' they therefore queſtion, 


whether there are any genuine ? 


Or whether we have not the true 


Herodotus , Strabo ,, or Pauſanias , 
becauſe ther e 1s A counterfeit Bes 
roſus , Manetho,, and ®hilo, ſer 


forth by Amis of Viterbo ? Do 


any 


knowledge , that there have been 
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2ny ſuſpe& whether we have an 


| of the genuin Works of Cicero, be. 
cauſe an Ttalian counterfeited 1x 


Book De Conſolatione in his name? | 
Or whether Czſars Commentaries | 
were his own, becaule it is un- 
certain who Writ the Alexandrian | 
War . that 15 joyned with them? 
By which we Fe , that we may | 
not only be certain of the Fideli- 


_ tyof Perſons we converſe with, 


but of. all things neceflary to our | 
belief of what was done at 2 

oreat diſtance of time from the 
Teſtimony of Writers, notwith- 
ſtanding the many ſuppoſititious 


Writings that have been jn the 


World. 


But 1: may be ſaid , That all this 
only relates to_meer matters of Hb 
ſtory » Wherein a Man 1s not much 


concerned whether they be true or falſe s 


but the things we gre about are puatters 


A -- = tht 


of the Scriptures Jn wered, _— 
that Mens Satvation or Damnation are 
ſaid to depend upon , . and therefore 
greater evidence ſhould be given of 
theſe , to oblige Men to believe them. 

To this | anſwer. 1. That 
my deſign herein, was to prove, 
that notwithſtanding the polhibi- 
lity of deception , there may be 
lutkcient ground for a prudent 
and firm- aflent to the Truch of 
things done at as great a diſtance 
of time, and convey d afrer the 
ſame manner; that the Matters 
of Fact reported in the New Te- 

ſtament are, and hereby thoſe ge- 
neral prejudices are ſhewed to be 
_unrealonable : And all that I de- 
fire frem this diſcourle is, that 

you would give an aſſent af the | 

ſame naturerothe/Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel, thatyou do to Cefar , Dr 
Loy, or-Tactes ,' or any other 


D 1 LOrtan. _ As to che 
”, greater | 
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greater obligation to aſſent, [ | 

fay it depends upan the evidence | 
of Divine Revelation, which is 
given by the Matters of Fact 
which are delivered to us. And 
here give me leave to ask you; 
1. Whether it be any ways re- 
ugnant to any conception you 
LE of God, or _ af oas 
- uſe of fallible Men to make 
known his Will to the World? 
2. Whether thoſe Men, though 
{uppoſed to be in themſelves fal- 
lible , can either deceive, or be 
deceived, when God makes 
known his Mind to them ? 
3- Whether on {uppoſition , that 
God hath made ule of fuch Per- 
ſons for this end, thoſe are not 
obliged to believe them, who 
do not live in the fame Age with 
them? If not, then God muſt 
© either make no Revelation at all , 


or 
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or he muſt make a New one eve- 
ry Age: If they are, then the 
obligation lies as much on us 
now to believe, as it we had 
lived and converſed with thoſe 
inſpired Perſons. 

2. That there is no reaſon to 
luſpe& the Truth of thoſe Mar- 
ters of Fa&t which are reported 
in the New Teſtament ;. For lince 
It 1s univerſally agreed among 
Men, that Humane Teſtimony 1s 2 
{uſhcient ground for aflent, where 
there is no poſitive ground for 


ſuſpicion ; becauſe deceiving and * 


being deceived, is not the com- 
mon Intereſt of Mankind; there- 
fore we ate to conſider what the 
general grounds of ſuſpicion are, 
and whether any of them do 
reach the Apoſtles Teſtimony , con- 
cerning the Matters of Fact re- 

ported by them. And the juſt 


grounds 
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 _ grounds of ſuſpicion 'are theſe ; 
1. If the Perſons be otherwiſe 
known to be Men of artifice and 
cunning , full of tricks and difſi- 
mulation, and that make no 
Conſcience of ſpeaking Truth, 
ſo a Lye tends to their greateſt 
advantage: which is too much 
the Papiſts cale in their Legends, 
and Stories of Miracles 2. It 
they temper and fuit their Story 
and Dottrin to the Humour and 
Genius of the People , they hope 
to prevail upon, as Mahomet did, 
in encouraging War and: Laſciviouſ- 
weſs. 2. If they lay the Scene of 
their Btory at a mighty diſtance 
from themſelves, atluch an Age , 
wherein it is impoſlible either to 
prove, or diſprove; which is 
the caſe of the Brachmans 2s tO 
their Brahmg , and their Veda : 
©. and. was of the Heathens as to 


their 


of the Sttiptutes Anfwered, — 32 7 
heir Fabulous Deities. 4 It  — 
there be any thing contained in. 
the Story,, which is repugnant 
to the moſt authenrick Hiſtories 
the Impoſtures of Ainius have 
. been dilcovered. ' 5. If there be. 
evident contradiction in the Story 
it ſelf; of any thing repugnant 
©, or unbecoming the Majeſty , 
Holineſs, Sincerity , ' and Con- 
liſtency of a Divine Revclation ; 
on which account we reject Fana- 
tick pretences to Revelations. It 
there were. any 'thing of this 
nature in the Writings of the New 
Teſtament , we might then allow 
there were ſome ground to ſul- 
_ pect the Truth of what 1s contal- 
ned therein : But I ſhall under- 
take, by the Grace of God, to 
defend that there is not any Toun- 
dation for ſuſpicion as to any one 
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E 1. As to the Perſons, fuch who 
go about to deceive others , mult 
be Men that are verſed in bulineſ;, 
and know , how to deal with 
reſt already that they have gained 
by other means, before they. can | 
carry on ſuch a deſign as to abule 
Mankind, by Lyes and Impo- - 

. ftures in Religion : Therefore the 
Atheiſts lay the deceiving. the 
World by Religion, to the Charge 
of Politicians and Law-givers, to 
Men verſed in the practice of 
Fraud, ſuch as Numa, or Lycurgns, 
or Xaca, or Mahomet , ſuch as un- 

| derſtood the ways of cajoling 
the People - Or tO ſubtle Prieſts ) 
that know how to ſuit the hopes 
and fears of the ſuperſtitious mul- 
titude ; whence came the mul- 
cirude of Frauds in the Heathen 
Temples and Oracles. Burt would 


| any 
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any Man in the World have 
pirched upon a few Fiſhermen , 
and illiterate Perſons, to carry 
on ſuch an intrigue as this 2 Men 
that were rude and unexperienced c 
in the World ; and uncapable of 
dealing in the way of Artifice 
with one.of rhe. common Citi- 
zens of Hieruſalem. . When was 
it ever heard that ſuch Men made 
{uch an alteration in- the Religion 
of the World, as the Primitive 
Chriſtians did R againſt the moſt 
violent perſecutions ? And when 
they prevailed fo. niuch ; -the 

common charge {till againſt them 

was, that they were a company 

of Rude, Mean, Obſcure , Wliiterate , 

Simple Men : Andyet in ſpight of | 

all the Cunning, and Malice, and 
Learning ; and Strength of theix 
Adverſaries , they gained ground © 
upon them ,, and prevailed over 
Fey; B - --.- the 


34 _Dbjections againli the Authozity bl 
the Obſlinacy of the Jews, andMep 

Wiſdom of the Greeks: If the 
Chriſtian Religion had been a meer 
delign of the Apoſtles to make 
themſelves Heads of a new Set, 
what had this been but to have 
ſet the Cunning of twelve, or 
thirteen Men, of no Intereſt, 
or Reputation , againlt the Wi/- 
dim and Power of the whole 
World ? If they had any Wiſdom, 
they would never have under- 
taken ſuch an impoſſible delign 
as this mult appear to them at 
hiſt view : And if they had 
none, how could they ever hope 
to manage it ? If their ajm were 
only at Reputation, they might 
have thought of thouſands of 
ways more probable, and more 

. advantageous than this : If we 
luppole- Men ſhould be wilhng 
t hazard their Lives for their 


Ds ce - Repu- 
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Reputarions, We may tuppole 


hey cannot help it; bur it chey 
can haye Reputation and eaſe ro- 
gether , they had rather have 1t. 
[| will therefore put the Cate con- 


cerning the only. Perſon that had 


the adyantage of a Learned Edu- 


St. Paul, and whom. you feem to 
firike at more than the reſt :. Is 
it reatonable to believe , thar 
when he was in favour with the 


advance himlelf by his oppoſ1- 
lon to Chriſtianty, and had a 
air proſpect of Eaſe and Honour 
togerher ; he thould quit all chis, 


to joyrt with fuch an inconſ1de-. 


table and hated company, as the 


thriftians were , only to be one 


of the Heads 


D 2 


withall fauch Men tor have fo 
much cunning as not to do it rillt | 


cation among the Apoſtles; Viz 


danhedrin, and was likely to 


of a very fmall 
Wo  dun- 


4 PL 
33 | | 


36 Objections againll the Autyozjity 
Number of Men, and to pur 
chaſe it at ſo dear a rate as the 
| Joſs of his Friends and Intereſt, 
and running on continual 'Trou- 
bles and Perſecutions, to the ha- 
Zard of his Life? Ir is poſſible 
for Men that are deceived and 
mean honeſtly to do this; but 
itis ſcarce ſuppolable of a Man 
in his Senſes that ſhould know 
and believe all this to be a cheat, 
and yet own and embrace ir, to lo | 
great diſadvantage to himlfelt: 
When he could not make himſelf 
lo conſiderable by it , as he might 
have been withour' it. Men 
muſt love cheating the World at a 
| ftrangerate, that will let go fair 
hopes of preferment and eaſe , 
and lead a4 life of perpetual troWw- 
ble , and expole themlelves to 
the utmoſt hazards , only for the 


fake of deluding others. If the || ; 
Fd Apaſeies 


of the Scriptures Anſwered. 
{poſtles knew all they ſaid to be 
falle, and made it lo neceſlary 


for all Men to believe what they 
ſaid to be true; they were ſome 


the World had ever known : Burt 
Men that take pleaſure in decei- 
ving, make uſe of many artifi- 
ces on purpole ro catch the filly 
multitude; they have all the 


arcs of Infinuation and Pawning _ 


Speeches, fit to draw in the 
weakeſt, and ſuchas love to be 
Hatter'd ; but what is there ten- 
ding this way in all the Apoſtles 
Writings * How ſharply do they 
[peak to the Tewiſh Sanhedrin, upon 


the Murther of Chriſt 2 With 
what plainneſs and ſimplicity do . 
they go about to perlwade Men 


to be Chriſtians? They barely 
tell the Matters of Fa&t concer- 


ning the Reſurrettion of Chriſt , 


of the greateſt deceivers which 


yg ans: 


37 


Dbjertions againlt the Authotity 
and fay they were eye-witneſſes of it , 
and upon the credit of this Teſt 
mony of theirs, they Preach Faith 
and Repentance to Jews , and Gen- 
tiles ; Was ever any thing farther 
from the appearance of Artihice 
than this was? So that if they 
were deceivers, they were {ome 
of the Subtileſt that ever were in 
the World”, becaule there ſeems 
tobe ſo little ground for any {ul- 
_picion of Fraud; and we can- 
not eaſily imagin Perſons of 
their Education, capable of {o 
profound diflimulation and o 
artificial a Cheat. Beſides all 
this, we are to conlider how fat 
ſuch Perſons do allow the liberty 

of diſſumulation and artificial Fus- 
lmgs, eſpecially in Religion; we 

lee the Papiſts could not pra&tice 
 thelethings, without being for- 
 _ cedro defend them, by ſhewing 
a FOR + 


v 
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how convenient it is for the Peo- 
ple to be told ſtrange Stories of 
Saints, on purpole to nouriſh De- 
yotion in them : "To which end;, 
they lay , it ſieniſtes not much, whe- 
ther they were true or no: And with- 
all they aflert the Lawfulneſs of 
Equivocations , and Mental Reſerva- 


tions, and doing things, not other- 


wiſe juſtifiable , for the Honour of 
their Church and Relwwon; And I 
{hall freely confeſs to you, if I 
tound any countenance to ſuch 
things as theſe, from the Doctrin 
or Practice of the Apoſtles, it 
would give me too jult a ground 
for lufpicion as to what they de- 
liver'd. For if they allowed Equi- 
vocations, or Mental Refervations , 
how could I poſſibly know what 
: tney meant by any thing they 
{aid ? For that which was necel- 
tary to make the Propokrtion true, 
) wel lay? 


=_— 


A 


from the Dead, they 
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lay without my reach in the Mind 
of another; and while they fo 
firmly atteſted that Chriſt was riſen 
might un- 
derſtand it of a Spiritual or Myſti- 
cal Reſurreion ; but it they 
ſhould be found to allow Lyme 
or Cheating for the cauſe of Religion, 
their credit would be gone with 
me; for how could I be any lon- 
ger - ſure of the Truth of one 
Word they ſaid ? I ſhould be ſo 
tar from thinking them Infallible 
that I could not but ſuſpe& them 
to havea deſign to deceive me. 


- The firſt thing therefore we are 


/ 


XD 


to look at in Perſons who require 
our belief, is the ſtricteſt yeraci- 


ty ; if they falter in this, they 


expole themſelves to the- ſuſpi- 
CION of. all but credulous Fools. 
But we no. where find greater 
plainneſs and ſincerity required 
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prohibitions of diſimulation in 
| Religion, nor more general Pre- 
cepts about ſpeaking Truth , than 
in the Writings of the New 'Teſta- 
ment. But might not all this be done 


ſuſpicion 2 Suſpicion 1s a thing , 
which he that ſet bounds to the Sea , 
can ſet no bounds to; if Men 
will give way to'it , withour rea- 
lon, there can be no end of it. 
For the moſt effeftual ways to 
prevent it, will {till afford new 
matter and occaſion for it. If 
Men do ufe the utmoſt means 


that are poſſible , to aſſure others 


not believe them, but ſtill ſuſ- 


deeper laid; there is no way 
left poſſible to ſatisfy ſuch Men ; 
their ſuſpicion is a diſeaſe incu- 
rao , a 2.5. apy 


no where more f{trict and ſevere 


with the greater artifice to prevent 


of their ſincerity , and they will. 


_ pet the deſign to be ſo much. 
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rable by rational means, and 
ſuch perſons deſerve to be given 
over as palt all remedy. If Men 
act like prudent Men, they will 
judge according to the Reaſon of 
Things; but it they entertain a 
jealouſie of all Mankind, and 
the moſt of thoſe who give them 
the greatelt aflurance they have 
no Intention to deceive them, it 
1s tO no purpoſe to go about to 
ſatishe fuch Perſons, for that ve- 
ry undertaking makes them 
more ſuſpicious. If the Apoſtles 
therefore gave as much ground 
as ever any Perſons did , or could 
do, that they had no deſign to 
mpole upon the World , but 
proceeding with all the fairnels 
and openneſs , with the greateſt 
evidence of their {1ncerity, there 
can be no reaſon to faſten upon 
them the imputation of cunning 


Men 
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Men who made it their buſineſs 
todeceive others. A 

2. This will more appear if 
we conlider the Matters Feliver'd 
by them , and the nature of their 
Do&trin. For if the Chriſtian Re- 
gion were only a contrivance of 
the firſt Preachers of it, it muſt 
by the event be ſuppoſed thatthey 
were very ſubtle Men, who in 1ſo 
little time , and againſt {o great 
oppoſition could prevail over 
both Jews and Gentiles , but if 
we refle& on the nature of their 
Doftrm, we can never 1magin _ 
that theſe Men did proceed by 
the ſame Methods that Ven of 
lubtilty do make uſe of. It it 
were there own contrivance , it 
was in their power to have tra- 
med it as they thought hc them- 
ſelves; and in all probability,they 
would have done it 10 a way 
Wourd —_ 
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moſt likely to be ſucceſsful , bur 
the Chriſtian Religion was lo far 
from it, as though they had in- 
duſtrioully defigned to advance 
a Religion againſt the genius and 
inclination of all- Mankind. For 
it neither gratifies the voluptuous 
in their Pleaſures, nor the Am- 

 bitjous in their, defires of Exter- 
nal Pomp and Greatneſs, nor 
the Covetous in their thirſt atter 
Riches, bur lays a ſevere reſtraint 
on all thoſe common: and pre-. 
vailing Paſſions of Mankind; 
which Mahomet well underſtood , 

when he ſuited his Religion to 
them. Chriſtianity. was neither 
accommodated to the Temper 
and Genius either of Jews or Gen- 
tiles : The Jews were in great ex- 
'pectation of a Temporal Prince 

_ atthat time to deliver them from 

the Roman Slavery; and every 
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one that would have ſer up for 


ſuch a Meſſias , might have had 
| followers enough among them , 
» we find afterwards by the 
attempts of Barchocebas and 0- 
thers. * But the Meſſias of the 
Chriſtians was lo directly contrary 
to their hopes and expectations , 
being a poor and ſuffering Prince , 
that this ſet them the more againſt 
his Followers, becaule they were 
hereby fruſtrated of their grea- 
teft hopes, and defeated in their 
moſt pleaſing expectations : Bur 
beſides, if they would haye ta- 
ken in the Moſaick Law, it might 
1n probability have ſucceeded ber- 
ter ; but this St. Paul would by 
no means hear of. . But if they 
| rejefied the Jews , methinks they 
ons have been willmg s have ot 
\ ſome aſſiſtance. from the Gentues. 
" No, ER o Wie them with 
wphg” Iaolatry 


\ 
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_ Idolatry where ever they came, 
_ * and wouldnot joy in any party | 
of their Worſhip with them, 
_ nor {o much as Eat of the remain- 
der of their Sacrifices. Bur fup- 
poking they had a mind to' ſet up 
wholly a NEW JOech of their OW ; 
yec we ſhonld think they ſhould 
have framed it after the moſt 
plauſible manner, and left out all 
chings that were. moſt hable to 
Reproach. and Infamy : Bur this 
chey were fo tar from, that the 
-molt contemptible part of the 
© Chriftian Religion , . viz. 4 Crucified 
Vaviour, they inſiſt the moſt upon, 
and Preach it on all occafions, 
and 1. comparifon of ir, ſtrangely 
delpite all the Wiſdom and Phils- 
theſe: Mem mean, i 


had been only. a. 


wb of. SMT :, 
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:his one circumftance, .in all Hu _ 
man probability , the excellent _ 
moral Precepts in Chriſttanity 
would have been. highly mag- 
| nified among all thoſe who had 
been bred up under the Inſtructi- 
ons of Philoſophers, Nay , they 
would not make uſe of the moſt 
commendable Methods of Hu- 
mane Wiſdom, nor do as the 
Jeſuits have done in China, make 
Men have a better opinion-of the 
Religion they brought , fot their 
SKill in Mathematicks and Aftrono- 
my; but as much as it was pofit-, 
ble, to let the World fee it was 
xo contrivance of Humane Wi- 
dom, they ſhunned all the ways 
of ſhewing itn the manner of 
ts propagation. Nay, when the 
' People would have given the. 
Apsſtles. Divine Workhip , never. 
| Werevain Men more concerned 
Iz : uf 
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to have it., than they to oppo 
ir; And do theſe things look like 
the Actions of Men that deligned 


| only to make themſelves great, 


by being the Heads of a new Sef 
of Religion? | 
3. Men that made it their de- 
lign to deceive the World, it 
chey had thought it neceflary to 


bring 1n any matter of Story con- 


ceerning the Author of their Relt- 
8/01 would have placed it at ſuch 
a diſtance of time , that it was not 


capable of being diſproved : As 
it 15 apparent in the Heathen My- 
thologte; for the . Stories were 
ſuch, as no perſon could ever 
pretend to confute them other- 
wiſe than by the inconſiſtency of 
them with the common princl- 
ples of Religion. Bur if we ſup- 


poſe Chriftianity to have been a 
 meerdevice, would the Apoſtles 


have 
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Live been {ſo ſenſeleſs ro have 
laid the main proof of their 
Religion on a thing which was 


they were very capable of en- 
| quiring into all the Circumſtan- 
ces that related to it, Viz. the 
Reſurreftion of Chrift from the 
| Dead. We may ſee by the whole 
deſign of the New Teſtament , the 


upon the Truth of this; to this, 
Chriſt 
hand : to this all the Apoſtles re- 
ter as the mighty confirmation 
of their Religion; and this they 


| deliver as 2 thing which them- 


(elves had ſeen , and had conver- 
[ed with hum for 40 Day S LOge- 
ther, with all the demonſtrati- 
ons tmaginable of a true and real 
Body : And that: not to one Or 
wo credulous Perſons, but fo 

: E _: . many 


but newly acted, and which 


great ſtreſs of Chriſtianity was laid 


himlelt appealed before. 
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many of them who were hard BWatpe- 
to be fatisfhed, and one, not with: EWwere 
_ out the moſt ſenſible evidence , Wet « 
but beſides theſe, they tell us of Th 
500 at once who ſaw bim , wheredf e 
many were then living when thole 
things were written, Now | 
pray tell me what Religion in the 
World ever put it ſelf upon 1o 
fair a tryal as this? Of a plain 
Matter of Fact as capable of be- 
ing atteſted as any could be. 
Why did not Amida, or Brahma, 
or Xaca, or any. other of the 
Authors of the preſent Religions 
of the Eaſt Indies? Why did not 
Orpheus, or Numa, or any other 
 Introducers of Religious Cuſtoms 
among the Greeks or Romans ? Or 
Mahomet among the Arabians put. 
the iſſue of the Truth of their 
Relizion on ſuch a plain and eaſie 
fryal as this? If you lay That Chriſt 
| appeared 
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appeared only to hu Friends , who 
were ready to believe ſuch things , and 
wt amang his Enemies : 1 Anſwer, 
That though they were his 
Friends , yer they were very hard 
co be perſwaded of the truth of 
it at firſt; and afterwards gaye 
larger Teſtimonies of their fhde-- 
lity than the Teſtimony of the- 
greateſt Enemies would have been 
for we ſhould have had only 
their bare Words for it; (if they. 
would have given that, which 
1s very queſtionable, conſ1dering 
their dealing with the other M:- 
racles of Chriſt :) Bur the Apoſtles 
manifeſted their ſmcerity by all _ 
real proofs that could be thought 


5x 


mY 


luſhcient ro fatisfie Mankind ; 
appealing ro the very Perſons 
who were concerned the moſt 1n 
It, having a hand in the Death 
of Chriſt , declaring their grea- 
YT FE, 2 _ reſt 
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teſt readine(s to ſuffer any thing 
rather than deny the "Truth of it, 
and laying down their Lives at 
laſt for it. If all this had been 
a meer Fiction, how unlikely 
3s it, that among ſo many as 
were conſcious of it, no one 
perſon by hopes or fears , by 
fatteries or threatnings, could 
ever be prevailed upon to deny 
the Truth of it. It there had 
been any fuch thing, what tri- 
umphing had there been among 
the Jews ; and no doubt his name 
had been Recorded to Pofſterity 
among the Writers both of Few 
and Gentiles that were profeſſed 
Enemies of Chriſtianity. But 
they are all wonderfully filent 
- mn this matter; and inſtead of 
faying enough to overthrow the 
 truthof C briſtianity , as you ſeem 
_ fo ſuggeſt, I do affure you, Iam 
DG mightily 
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mightily confirmed in the belief 
of the Truth of it, by carefully 
obſerving the lightneſs of che 
Objections that were made 
againft it, by its moſt profeſled 
Enemies. _ 

But you ſeem to imply , That. 
all this Story concerning Chriſt Was 
mented long after the pretended time 
of bis bems im the World, Why 
may not you as well ſuſpect, that 
Julius Ceſar lived: before Romulus ; 
or that Auguſtus lived at the Seige 
of Troy 2 For you might as well 
reject all Hiſtory upon ſuch 
Trounds as thoſe you aflign ; and 
think Mahomet as right in his 
Chronology, as the Bible. It 15 
time for us to burn all our Books, 
It we have lived in ſuch a Chear 
all this while. Methinks you 
might as well ask , whether Lu- 


cretia were not Pope Joan * Or 
E 3 Alexan- 


2 


. 


& 
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| Luther were not the Emperour of 
 Turky? For there is no greater 
_ evidence \ any Hiſtory in the 


- meonſiſtenc es can be found therein+ 


Which is the moſt reaſonable 


Alexander the fixth , one of the 
Roman Emperours ? Or whether 


World ,- than there is, that all the 
things reported in the New Te- 
ſtament were done at that 
time, when they are pretended 


to be. | : 
| 4 Therefore we offer ths} - 
Story of the New Teſtament to be | 


compared with all the « ircumſtan- 
ces of that Age, delivered by any 
other Hiſtorians, to try it any 


way can be taken to diſprove 
any Hiftory. If ir could be 
proved , That there could be no 
uch Taxation of the Empire as 1s 
mention'd in the time 'of Augiu- 
Stus , that Herod did not live in 
A that 
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chat Age , or that the Jews were 
not under the Roman Government , 
or that there were no High Prieſts 
at that time, nor the Sefs of 
Phariſees and Saducees, or that there 
were any other remarkable cha- 
rafters of time ſet down in the 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament , 
which could be manifeſtly dil- 
proved; there were ſome pre- 
tence to call in Queſtion the 
Truth of the Story; bur there 
is not the leaſt Foundation for 
any (cruple on this account; All 
things agreeing ſo well with the 
—_ accounts we have of that 
Aze , both from Joſephus and the 
Roman HiſtorieÞ TIT ſhall not 
inſiſt on the particular Teſtimony of 

Toſephus concerning Chriſt, becaule 
we need itnot; and if thoſe whe 
queſtion it , would praceed with 
he ſame Evericy againft many 


E 4 . othex 
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other particular paſſages in good 
Authors , they might as well call 
them in queſtion as they do that, 
ſince it 15 confefled , that all the 
Ancient Manuſcripts have ut in 
them , and ſuppoling that it doth 
not come in well , muſt we fup- 
pole it impoſſible for Joſephus to 
Write incoherently 2 Yer this 1s 
the main Argument that ever | 
have ſeen urged againſt this Te- 
 ſtimony of - Joſephus. But I lay, 
we need it not; all other things 
concurring in ſo high a degree to 
prove the Truth of the HiStory of | 
Chriſt. Yet ſince you ſeem to 
. Exprels ſo much doubtfulneſs con- 
cerning it, as though it were framed 
when there was no one living capable 
bf diſproving it ; give me leave to 
new you the great abſurdity of 
{ach A duppolition. ; Becauſe 
we have the plain Teſtimonies of 


Sons 
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ſon as Chriſt was , who ſuffered 


Chriſtians as ſuffering at Rome tor 
their Religion in the time of Nero , 
| ( Amnal. 15.) but faith , That the 
Author of this Religton was one 
Chriſt, who ſuffered under Pontins 
Pilate, Procurator of Judea , mn 
the time of Tiberius ; which 1s an 
Irretragable Teſtimony of the 
Iruth of the Story concerning 
Chriſt, in an Age, when if ut 
had been falſe, nothing could 
have been more eaſily  dezected 
than ſuch a Fiction, by the num- 
ber of Jews which were continu- 


ally at Kome : And neither Julian , 


nor Gelſus , nor Porphyrie , nor 
Lucian did ever queſtion the truth 
- of the Story it (elf; bur only up- 
TRIES © braided 


the greateſt Enemies of Chriſtt- 
ity , charthere was ſuch a Per-_ 


according to the Soripture Story. 
For Tacitus not only mentions the 
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braided the Chriſtians for attriby- 
ting too much to Chyiſt. 2. If 
there were really ſuch a Perſon a; 
Chriſt was, who ſuffered as 
Tacitus faith, then the whole 
Story could not be a Fiction, but 
only ſome part of it; and theſe 
additional parts muſt either be 
contrived by the Apoſtles , or after 
their time: Not after their time, 
for then they muſt be added after 
C briſtianity was received in the 
World , for that, as appears by 
Tacitus, was ſpread in the Apo- 
ſtles times as far as Rome ; and it 
theſe parts were not received with 
It, the Cheat would preſently 
have been diſcover'd as ſoon as 
broached, by thoſe who had 
embraced Chriſtianity before : And 
| beſides, Tertullian in his time an” |. 
peals to the Authentick Writings. of 
_ The Apoſtles themſelyes, which 
el» ES  [--- 


- 
3 
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were then extant, wherein the 
fame things were contained , that 
wenow believe: If theſe things 
then were forged, it muſt be by | 
the Apoſtles themſelves; and I © 
dare now appeal to you, whether 
ever.any Story was better capable 
of being diſproved than this was, 
if it had not been true, fince it 
was publiſhed in that very time 
. and place, where the Perſons 
were living, who were moſt 
concerned to diſprove it : As ap- 
pears by the hatred of rhe Jews to 
the Chriftians , both then and ever 
lince : which is a very obſerva- 
ble circumſtance for proving the 
truth of chriitian Religion ; for the 
| Jews and chriftians agreed in the 
Divine Revelations of old, the 
Chriſtians believed moreover, that 
 Chrift was the Meſſias promiſed ; 

Sporting ans dyou among 


6 Objections againll the Authozity 
_ the "8 his Enemies ; his Apo- 
Fes Preached, and wrought Mi- 
 -racles among their moſt inye- 
terate Enemies, which Men 
"that go about to deceive never | 
care todo: Andto this Day the 
Jews do not deny the Matters of 
Fa, butlook on them as inſut- 


ficient to prove Jeſus of Nazareth 

to have been the Meſſtas: Nay, If © 
 Mahomet himſelf , who 1 all pro- a 

bability would have overthrown V 

the whole Story of the New Te- 1 

tament , it he could have done 


It with any colour; yet ſpeaks 
very honourably of chrift and of 
the great things which were {aid 
and done by him. 

5. Thatthere is nothing in the 
ChriStian Religion , unbecoming 
the Majeity, or Holineſs , or Truth 
of .4 Divme Revelation.  Asto the 
| precepts , you acknowledge their ex- 
_ cellency ; 
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ellency; and the Promiſes chiefly 
refer either to Divine Grace, or 
future Glory ; And what 1s there 
herein unbecoming God? And as 
to what concerns the 'Trath of it, 
we have as great Characters of 
that throughout, as it is poſhble 
for us to expect; there appea- 
ring ſo much wks un , linceri- 
ty, candour, and agreement 1n 
all the parts of ic. Some Men 
would have been better pleaſed , 
Itmay be, if it had been all writ- 
ten by one Perſon, and digeſted 
into a more exa&t method, and 
{er forth with all che Lights and 
Ornaments of Speech. This 
would have better become an 
Invention of Men, bur not a 
Revelation-of God : Plainneſfs and 
impliciry have a natural great- , 
neſs above art and ſubrilty ; and 
therefore God made choice of 
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many to, write, and at ſeveral 
times, that by comparing them 
we may ſee how far they were 
from contriving together, and 
yet.how exactly they agree in all 
things which Men are concerned 
to believe. But you lay, We have 
many infirmities of the Apoſtles di/- 
covered therein , their heats and ant- 
moſities one againſt another. But 
| pray Bee x: hs How came 
you to know theſe things ; Is it 
not by their own Writings? And 
x they had been ſuch, who 
minded only their applauſe, had 


it not been as eaſe to have con- 
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cealed theſe things, and would 
they not certainly have done it, 
it that had been their aim ? It 
St. Paul ſeems to boaſt, doth he nor 


todo it for his own yindication 


do i, with that conſtraint to 
himſelf , as a Man that is forced 


againſt 
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2gainſt malicious Enemies ? And 
who ever denyed a Man of a 
enerous mind the liberty of 
; eaking for himſelf 2 2. But 
Load they had infirmities and heats 
among them ; doth this prove that 
God could not make uſe of them 
28 his Inſtruments to declare his 
Irath to the World 2? Then it 
will follow , that God muſt never 
reveal his will by Men, but by 
Voices from Heaven, or Angels , 
or the aſſumption of the humane 
Nature by the Divine. But, if 
God be not denyed the liberty of 
imploying meer Men, we cannot 
ind ſo great evidences of Piety . 
and Zeal , of Humility and Selt- 
denyal, of Patience and Mag--- 
nanimity, of Innocency- and 
_ univerſal Charity in any Men 
as were in the Apoitles; And 


therefore did appear with the 
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moſt 'proper Charafters of En. 
baſſadors trom Heaven. And [ dare 
venture the compariſon of them 
with the beſt Philoſophers, as to the 
greateſt and moſt excellent virtues, 
for which they were the molt ad- 


mired ; notwithſtanding the 


mighty difference as to their Edu- 


| cation; allowing but the ſame 


Truth as to the Story of the 
New 'Teitament , which we yield 
to Xenophon, or Diogenes Laertins , 
or any other Writers concerning 

them. FLING 
But what is it + then which 
you obje&t againſt the Wri- 
tings of the New Teftament , 
to make them inconſiſtent with 
the Wildom of God? 1 find 
but two things in the Papers you 
lent me. 1. Want of the conti- 
nuance of the Power of Miracles, 
which you ſay is Promiſed, Mark 
p47 16: 
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i6. 17. 2. The number of the 
Beaſt in the Revelations. But , 
Good Sir, conſider, what 1t 1s to 
call in queſtion a Divine Reve- 
lation for ſuch Objections as theſe 
are? Muſt there be no Revela- 
tion, unle(s you underſtand eve- 
ry Prophecy , or the extent © 
every promiſe ? Be not ſo inju- 
r10us to your own Soul, for the 
ſake of ſuch Objections , to caſt 
away the great aflurance which 
the Chriſtian Religion gives us, as 
© the Pardon of Sin upon Re- 
pentance here , and eternal Hap- 
pineſs in another World. Would 
you reject all the Writings of 
Plato, becauſe you do no more 
underſtand ſome part of his T:- 
mes than the number of. 666 ? 
You muſt have a very.nice faith , 
that can bear with no difficulties 
at all ; fo that if there be but 

nn POT 
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one or two hard things that you ſWſſit 
cannot digeſt , you muſt thro uy ſſ ler 
all the beſt Food you have taken, ſtor 
at this rate you mult ſtarve your 
Body , as well as ruin your Soul, 
But of theſe places afterwards. 
3- | have hitherto removed 
the grounds of Suſpicion, Inow 
come to {hew the poſitive Te- 
ſtimomes of their Sincerity which 
the Apoſtles ſhewed , which were 
greater than were ever given t0 
any other Matter of Fact in the 
World. I will then ſuppoſe the 
whole Truth of the Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine to be reduced to this one 
Matter of Fa&, Whether Chriſ 
did riſe from the dead or no? for (35 
I have ſaid already) it is plain, the 
Apoſtles put the main force of all 
that they ſaid upon the Truth of 
this; and often declared, that 
| they were appointed to be the 
heh Witneſſes 
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:nefſes of this thing. Now 
* _ how it y poſiible 
for Men to give the higheſt afſt- 
rance of their ſincerity to others ; 
and that mult be eicher by giving 
the utmoſt Teſtimony that Men 


ſtimony. above that of Men , 
which cannot deceive , which is 
the Teſtimony of God. 
1. They gave the utmoſt Te- 
ſiimony that meer Men could give 
of their fidelity. I know no _ 
ter way we have for a full aſlu- 
rance as to any humane Teſtimo- 
ny , than to conſider what thoſe 
Circumſtances are which | ate 
generally allowed to accompany 
Truth, andif we have the con- 
currence of all theſe, we have 
as much as can be expected : | For 
nothing that depends on Tefti- 
mony can be proved. by Mathema- 
Wh FT tical 


an give, or by giving ſome Te- 
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tical Demonſtration. But notwith- 
ſtanding the want of this, either 
we may have ſufficient ground to 
aſlent to Truth upon TeStimony , or 
there can be no difference known 
between Truth and Falſhood by 
Humane Teftimeny ; which over- 
throws all Judicial proceedings 
among Men ; the Juſtice where- 
of doth ſuppoſe not only the 
veracity of Humane Teſtimony ; But 
that it may be ſo diſcerned by 
others, that they may ately re- 
ly upon it. Now the main things 
to be regarded as to the Truth of 
Humane Teſtimony are theſe. 1. lt 
, Men teſtifie nothing but what 
they ſaw. 2. If they teſtifie it 
at no long diſtance of time from. 
the thing done. 3 If they re- 
tifie it plainly, and without 
doubtful expreſſions. 4 If a 
great number agree in the ſame 
MS . 
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Teſtimony. 5- It they part 


with all that is valuable to Man- 
kind , rather than deny the Truth 
of what they have teſtified :; 
And where all theſe concur, it 1s 
hardly poſſible to ſuppole greater 
evidence to be given of the Truth 
of a Thing; and now I fhall ſhew 
that all theſe do exactly agree ta _ 
the Apoſtles TeStimony concerning 
the Reſurreftion of Chrift. 
1. They teſtified nothing but 
what they ſaw themſelves. The 
Laws of Nations do ſuppoſe that 
greater credit is to be given ta 
eye Witneſſes than to any others, 
thence the Rule in the Civil Law 
Teftimonium de auditu regulariter non 
valet: Becauſe, ſay the Civilians 
and Canoniſts , Witneſſes are to te-. 
ſtifie the Truth, and not barely the pof- 
ſibility of things ; that which Men 
lee, they can teftifie whether 
a © 6 they 


\ 
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they are or not: That which 
Men only hear, may be, or not 
be; and their Teſtimony is not 
of the Fa#, but is looked on 
as more uncertain, and ought to 
have greater allowances given 
it ; but the Apoſtles teſtified on- 
ly what they ſaw and handled; and 
that after themolt ſcrypulous en- 
quiry into the Truth 'of Chriſts 
Body, and after many doubts and 
- ſuſpicions among themielves about 
it; ſo that they did not ſeem ha- 
ſtily and rafhly to believe what 
they afterwards declared to the 
World. Now a Body was a pro- 
per object of Senſe , and no try- 
al could be greater, or more ac- 
curate than theirs was; nor any 
fatisfaCtion fuller than putting 
their fingers into the very wounds 

of the pierced fide. - OM DEE 
"O They a1d not ſtay rill the 


Carcum- 
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circumſtances might have f{lipt out 
of their Memories, before they 
eſtified theſe things; bur very 
ſoon after , while the impreſſion 
of them was freſh upon them : 
If they had let theſe Matters a- 
lone for any long time , the Jews 
would have asked them preſent- 
ly, .if thele things were true , 
why did we not hear of them 
as foon as they were done ? 


Therefore we lee the Apoſtles. 


on the very day of Pentecoſt , a 
little after Chriſts | aſcenſion to 


Heaven, openly 


 lemn meeting of their Nation 
from all parts ; which was the 
worſt time could have been cho- 


ſen, if they had any intention to 


Geceive. 


wand 
4 , 


and boldly 
declare the Truth of theſe things, 
not in private corners among 2 
few Friends, but in the moſt ſo- _ 


Pg They 
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3. They teſtife it in as plain ; 
manner as 18 poſſible , on purpoſe 
to prevent all miſtakes of their 

[2s 2. 32. MEAnINg, , This Jeſus hath Gad 


” 


36. raiſed up, whereof we all are Wi: 


neſſes ; "Therefore let all the Houſe «f 

© Urael know aſſuredly , that God hath 
made that ſame Jeſus , whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. Men 
that had a mind to deceive would 
have uſed ſome more general 
and doubtful words , than thele 
were. ES 
4. If this had been teſtified by 
one {ingle witneſs, the World 
would bave ſ{uſpeted the Truth 
of his Teſtimony ,; for according 
to the Rule in the Civil Law in the 
cale of 'Teftimony, Vox unius , Vox 
_- nullius eſt: But this was teſtified 
by very many ; not meerly by 
the twelve Apoſtles , but by £500 

f Once, among whom ſome 
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might be ſuppoſed to have ſo. 


much honeſty , or at leaſt capa- 
ble of being perſwaded to have 
diſcovered the Impoſture , it they 
had in the leaſt ſuſpected any. 

z. But that which adds the 


oreateſt weight to all this, 1s, * 
that there was not one of all the 
Apoſtles, and ſcarce any one of 
the reſt, but expoſed themſelves 
tothe utmoſt hazards and dangers , 
| rather than deny or retract the 
Iruth of what they witneſled. 
| It the People had been careleſs 
| and indifferent about Religion, it 
15 poſhble Men might have 
gone on ina Lye ſo long till they 
had gotten interef® enough to 
| maintain. it; but no ſooner did 
the Apoſtles appear , witneſling 
theſe things , but they met with + 
an early and vigorous ago” : 
| and that from the chiefeſt Men in 
hte ao 


x 
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Power, who made it their buf.. 


nels to ſuppreſs them. Now in this 
caſe, they were put to this 


choice , if they would renounce 
or conceal the Truth of whar 


_rhey teſtified , they might pre- 


{ently enjoy eaſe, and it may be, 
rewards too; but if they went on, 
they muſt look for nothing but 
che ſharpeſt perſecution ; and this 
they met with almoſt in all pla- 
ces; and 1s it conceivable, that 
Men {ſhould be ſo fond of a he, 
to forſake all and follow it, and 
at laſt to rake up their croſs for it ? 
If credit and intereſt in the hearts 
of People, might carry a Man 
on a great way .in the deluſion , 


yet he would be loth to dye for 


1t; and yet there was never 4 one 


of the Apoſtles, but ventured his 
lite for the Truth of this; and all 


_ but one,, they cell us, did ſuffer 


Mar ,YL- 
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Martyrdom for A PIAy, S1r » 
conſider , , where you ever meet 
with any thing like this, that ſo 
many Men thould ſo reſolutely : 
dye, for what themſelves at the 
ſame time knew to bea lye; and 
that they muſt certainly do, it 
it were all a contrivance of. their 
own heads. 

2. Burt although in theſe things 

they went as high as it was poſ- 

| lible for humane Teſtimony to go, 

yet they had ſomething beyond 

_ All this, which was a concurrence 

| of a Divine Teſtimony, in the mi- 

raculous gifts and operations of the 

| Holy Ghoſt. And this we aſflert 

to be the higheſt Teſtimony can 

be given in theWorld, of a 
Truth of any thing ; becauſe God | 

will not employ his Power to de- 

ceive the World. And as all 

other Truth hath a criterion proper 
=” 
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___ foit; ſothis ſeems to be the pro- 
_ * per criterion of a Dive Teſtimony, 
that it hath the power of Miracles 
going along with it. For if we 
_ do {uppole God ro make known 
his Mind to the World , it is very 
reaſonable to believe there ſhould 
be ſome diſtinguiſhing note of what 
is immediately from God , and 
what comes only from the inven- 
tions of Men, and what can be 
more proper to diſtinguiſh what 
comes from God, and what from 
Men, than to ſee thoſe things 
_ done which none but God can do ? 
Bur againſt this you object ſeveral 
things, which I ſhall eaſily and 
briefly Anſwer. _ | 


| _ . Ls Jou cannot tell what it us that 

| Miracles do atteſt ; not all their Do- 
etrm, ſince Paul ſaid, ſome was 
not from the Lord, Anſw. Mira- 
E.Ccles do atteſt the veracity of the 


Speaker, 


Y94 4 - 
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Speaker , and by conſequence the 
truth of the Dofrin, not that you 
ſhould believe that to be from the Lord, 
which he ſaid was not; but that 
which he ſaid, was from the 
Lord. But when he makes ſuch 
a diſtinftion himſelf, it is very 
unreaſonable to urge that as an 
Argument, that be had nothing 
from the Lord ; it is much rather 
an argument of his candor and 
ingenuity, that he would not 
pretend to Divine Revelation, when 


he had it not. 

2. You would have it frenified, 
what DofArin it 1s which us atteſted 
by Miracles , ſince the Dottrins of 
Scripture lye in heaps and __ 
Anſw. To what purpole hould 
any Doctrins be ſingled out to 
have the Seal of Miracles ſet to 

them, ſince it is their Divme, 


| Commiſſion to Teach and incige® 
y v9. FOOm = 


7" 
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the Will of God, which is ſealed by 
it ? And what they did fo Teach 
and declare, 1s ealily known by 
their Writings. PTY 

3- But why do not Miracles ſtill 
continue ? Anſw. Becauſe there 
are no Perſons employ'd to Teach 
any new Dottries; and no Pro- 
miſe of Scripture doth imply any 
more : For the ſigns which were 
to follow them that believe, were 
ſuch as tended to the firſt confir- 
mation of the Chriſtian Faith, 
which being effected , their uſe 


ceaſed; and ſo to ask why God 


doth not continue a Gift of Mt- 
racles to convince Men that the 
former were true, is to the ſame 


purpole as to ask why God doth 


Not make a New Sun , to fatisfic 


Athieſts that he made the Old ? 
4- But doth not the Scripture ſay 


that wonders are not. always to be 


taken 


{ 
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ken as confirmations of the Truth 
of Doftrin , ſince falſe Prophets may 
york Wonders, Deuteron. 13. I. 
/nſw. That ſignifies no more, 
than that Wonders are not to be 
believed againſt the Principles of 
Natural Religion ; or Revealed 
Religion already confirmed by 
greater Miracles : And that thoſe” 
who would value fuch a particu- 
lar fig above all the ſeries of Mt- 
racles their Religion was firſt eſta- 
bliſhed by , may be juſtly left co 
their own deluſions. You might 
as well object the lying Wonders 
of the Man of In, againſt all 
the Miracles of Chriſt and his A4po- 
files. If God hath once done 
enough to convince Men, he 
may afterwards juſtly leave them 
tothe tryal of their Ingenuity ; 
as a Father that hath uſed great 
mb. Sos. ctotions 
£5 true 
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true Coyn , may afterwards ſuffe; 
falſe ro be laid betore him , to try 
whether he will mind his being 
cheated orno?. 

5. But you may yet farther de- 
mand , . what the Teſtimony of Mt- 
racles doth ſugniſie to the Writings of 
the New Teſtament * Anſw. 1. The 
Miracles do ſufficiently prove the 
Authority of that Do&trin , which 


was delivered. by thoſe who 

wrought Miracles; as Chriſt and 

his Apoſlles. 2. If there had 

been the leaſt ground to ,gyrne” 
© 


the Truth and Authority theſe 
Writmgs, they had never been 
fo univerſally received in thoſe 
Ages , when {ſo many were con- 
cerned to. enquire into the Truth 
of theſe things ; for we ſee {e- 
veral of the Books were a long 
time examined, and at laſt, 
When no luthcient reaſon could 


be 
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b: brought againſt theta, they 
were received by thoſe Churches , 
which at firſt ſcrupled the recei- 
v1ng them: And I am ſo far 
from thinking the doubts of the 
firſt Aves any Argument againft 
the Authority of a Bbok, that by 
the objections of ſome againſt 
ſome of them, I am thereby 
aſſured , that they did not pre- 
ently receive any Book , becauſe 
It went under the name of an 
Apoſtolical Writing : As I arm the. 
more confirmed in the belief of , 
the Reſurrefion of Chriſt ; becauſe 
ſome of the Diſciples were at 
firſt very doubtful about it; Ss 

6. You may yet ask, What 
doth all this frgnifie to the Writings of 
the Old Teſtament , which were writ- . 
ten at a lojger diftance of Time from 
ſis, ard in a more Tenorant Age of 

of the World ? Aniſw . 'There can- 


d. 4 
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not be 2 more evident proof 9 
the Old Teſtament , than by the 
New : For if the New be tre 
the Old muſt be lo 5 which Was 
confirmed lo plainly and evident- 
ly by It - Our Saviour and his Apo- 

” ftles appealing to Moſes and the 
Prophets on all occaſions. So that 
the ſame: Miracles which prove 

their Teitimony true, do at the 
ſame time prove the Divine Au- 
thority of the Old Teſtament , ſince I 
It 1 ſo expreſly ſaid in the New, 
That Holy Men of God did ſpeak as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Bur after all this, You urge, 
that you have diſcoyer'd ſuch 
things in theſe Writings as could 
not come from God, as 
y 1. Contradiftions in them. 2. wa 

things inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom 0 

God. 4g Sr made Fj were 

never fulfilled. 4. 1hings ſo 6bſcure 
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19 one can tell the meaning of them. 
hover theſe four Heads I fhall 
examin the particular allegations 
you bring againlt the Scriptures. 
i. Under the head of Contra- 
{tions , you 1nf1ſt on the Prophecy 
Gen. 15. 13, 14, 15, 16. made to 
Abraham concerning bus Poſterity ; 
compared with the Accompliſhment 
mentioned, Exod. 12. 40. 41. 
And the force of your Argument / 
lyes in this , That the Prophecy m 
Genelis doth imply that the Servitude 
of the Children of Iſrael im Egypt 
was to be 4opNears; or 430 ſaith 
Exod. but both theſe are repugnant 
to other places of Scripture, which 
make their abode in Fgypt not to 
exceed 215 Jears; or at the higheſst , 
by the number of Generations could 
nt exceed 2350 Nears, ſtretching 
them to the utmoſt advantage. T 0 
this which: you- lay ſo much 
G 2 weight. 
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_ weight upon, I Anſwer 
ſtin&tly , 

44. 3% By your OWNn confeſſion 
ſuppohing the 430 Years to beginfſſ, 
from the Covenant tmade with 
Abraham, the accompliſhment 
mentioned , Exod. 1 2. 40. doth} 

fall out exactly in the time of 
the Children of Iſraels going out ot 
Egypt , for you have proved from 
Scripture , that from the Covenant 
with Abraham to Facobs being in 
Egypt, were 215 Years; to which 
 youadd,, that Coath being fuppo: 
ſed 5 Nears Old at the going mt) 
Egypt; and that at 70 Years be Þr- 
gat Araram, and that Amram «4 
at 70 Begat Moles, to which Mo- 
ſes his 8o Years being added , makes 
up the other 215 Nears, whereby we 
have the full 430 Vears , by your own 
computation. Now, Sir , I pray 
conſider what reaſon you have 
to 
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o charge the Scripture with COn- 
radiction in a Matter your felf 
acknowledges, ſo exactly ac- 
compliſhed in this way of com- 
putation £ 


2. But you ſay , the Words will 
ut bear this; becauſe they ſpeak of 


the 400 Nears to expire m their Ser- 
vitude in Egypt, Anſw. For this 
we muſt conf1der the importance 
of the Words both in Genefis and 
Exodus. There is not a Word of 
Erypt mentioned in Geneſis; but 
only in general it is ſaid, Thy 
deed ſhall be a Stranger in the Land 
that is not theirs , and ſhall ſerve them, 
and they ſhall afflift them 400 Nears ; 
and it will conduce very much to 
the right underſtanding this Pro- 
pbecy to conſider the main ſcope 
and deſign of it, which was not 
/ | to tell Abraham how long they 
* | ſhould be in ſervitude to the Egyp- 
OL G 3 AE i 
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| tans, but how long it would he 
before his Seed ſhould come t5 
the poſſeſſion of the promiſed Land, 
| Andit ſeems Abraham by the Que- 
_ ſtion, Gen. 15.7. $8. did expett 
to have the Inheritance of this 

| Land mn hs own time: To this 
therefore God Anſwers, by telling 
him, he meant no ſuch thing, 
but it was intended for his Seed, 
and that not ſuddenly neither, 
for they were to tarry till the mi- 
. quity of the Amorites ſhould be full, 
which would not be till the fourth 
Generation; and then his Seed ſhould 
after 400 Years , come to the Poſſe 

# ſton of the Promiſed Land, but 
the mean time they were to Sojourn in 
a Land t hat was not theirs . and to 
meet with many hardſhips and diffi cul- 
ties. This is plainly the ſcope 
of this prophecy, and by atten- 
cling to 1t, the great Objections 
Ms preſently 


| 
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preſently appear without force ; 

r the Land of Canaan notwith- 

landing the Promiſe , was by 

he Patriarchs themſelves looked 

on a5 4 Land wherein they were 
Strangers. So Abraham faith Gen. 
22. 4. 1 am a Stranger and a S0- 
journer with you; and which 1s 
more remarkable in the bleſling 
of Jacob by Iſaac, to whom the 
Promiſe was made, it is faid; 
And give thee the Bleſſing of Abta- 
ham to thee, and to thy Seed , that 
thou mayeſt inherit the Land wherein 
thou art a Stranger , which God gave 
wto Abraham , Gen. 28, 4- 
Where the - very ſame Word is 
uled concerning Jacob , that is 
expreſſed in the Prophecy , Gen. 
15. 13. So that the Patriarchs 
looked on themſelves as Strangers 
in the Land of Canaan, fo. long 
after the promiſe made, and afcer 


aT | 
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the increaſe of the Seed of Abraban: 
And therefore the land of Canaay 
was called Terra Peregrinationum , 
the Land wherein they were ſtran- 
gers ; Gen. 36, 7. -- 37. 1. And 
when Ged was calling the People 
of Tſrael ragether out of Eoypt 
yet then the Land of Canaan was 
called by the very ſame title, 
the Land of their Pilgrimage, where- 
in they were Ftrangers : Exod. 6. 4- 
And Of. 105. 9, lo, I, 12, 13. 
where we have a full account of 
the Promiſe made to Abraham , 
Jſaac , and Jacob, concerning the 
inheritance of that Land It IS {aid ) 
that they were few, and ftrangers in 
it , when they went from one Nation 
to another, from one Kingdom to 
another Deeple. Which doth fully 
explain the meaning of the Pro- 
phecy in Geneſis, and that it is 
not to be reſtrained to the ſervi- 
TR 


23 
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tude of the People of Tir ael in Foypt, 


ut to be underſtood of their 
fate of Pilgrimage tor 400 Years, * 
wherein they were to ſuffer great 
hardſhips , before they ſhould 
come to the Inheritance of Ca- 
1aan, This ts no forced or unnatural 
expoſition of the Words, as you 
leem to ſuggeſt, but ro my ap- 
prehenſton , very plain and eafie , 
it we attend to the main ſcope 
and delign of them which was 
to acquaint Abraham how long it 
would be before the prophecy were 
accompliſhed, and what the 
condition of his Seed ſhould be 
the mean time, V2. That tbey 
ſhould have no Land which they ſhould 
call their. own by Inheritance all that 
time " but they ſhould be expoſed 0 
great hardſlips, yea even to Servi- 
tude .” but that Nation whom they 


ſhould ſerve, ſhould at laſt ſuf er. fo 
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their ill uſage of them, and they 
fhould come out of that Captivity with 
great ſubſtance; and all this to by 
done in the fourth Generation of the 
Amorites when their Iniquities ſhould 
be arrived at the full beight. All 
which particulars, were ſo re- 
markably accompliſhed at ſuch a 
diſtance of time , and under ſuch 
improbable circumftances , that 
that this very- prophecy were 
enough to convince an unpreju- 
, diced mind , that it came from 
Divine Inſpiration. For where 
do we meet with any thing like 
this in the Hiſtories of other Na- 
tions? viz, A Prophecy to be 
accompliſhed 400 Years after , 
and the very manner foretold , 
which no humane conjecture 
could reach to, fince the manner 
of deliverance of the People of 
Iſrael out of their Captivity in 
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Foypt, Was tO all humane ap- 
pearance ſo impoſhible a thing , 
eſpecially- at ſuch a time when 
che Spirits of the People were 
ſunk and broken by lo long a 
ſlavery : And not only the man- 
ner foretold , but the accom- 
plihment happened to a day, 
according to Exodus 12.41. And 
it came to paſs at the end of the 4.30 
lears , even the ſelfe-ſame day it came 
to paſs, that all the Hoſts of the 
Lord went out - from the Land of 
Egypt. But againſt this you 
object , That the ſojourning is ſpo- 
ken of the Children of Iſrael in 
Egypt for 430 Tears ; which cannot 
bold good any ways ; fmce, to make it 
up, the times of Abraham , Iſaac , 
and Jacob , muSt be taken 'in who 
could not be called the Children of 
Iſrael. Anfw. For the 430 Years, 


| grant, that according to St. Paul, 
E chey 
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they did commence from the 
Covenant made to Abraham Gal, 
3. 17. and that the 400 Years 
began from Tſaac's being owned 
tor the Promiſed Seed ; between 
which time the 3o Years were 
palled, and all appearance of 

difficulty is avgided , if we ad- 

mit the reading of the beſt Co- 

pies of the L XX. which 1s in 
_theſe words 3 H $2? negiruas Tov vict 
*Joeghh, iv ragdyncoe? iy yy Alyinle, ual if yo 
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ris Tedxls., Now the ſojourning of 
the Children of Tſrael who dwelt in 
Egypt and Canaan , they and their 
Fathers was 430 Jears, This Is 
the reading of our Alexandria! 
Copy, and the Complutenſian , 
and that of Aldus, and of Euſe- 
bius in his Chronicon, and of 
St. Hier ome in his Franſlation of It; 
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and of the Church in St. Au- 
euſtins time, and afterwards ; 
ind leſt any ſhould reje& this 
252 late Interpolation , or glofs 
received into the "Text, beſtdes 
theſe Teſtimonies of the Antiqui- 
tyof it, we find the very fame 
in the Samaritan Copy, which 


the Enemies of it do allow to _ 


| beas ancient as our Savurs time. 
And that which very miuch con- 
firms the Truth of this reading 
15, that the Jews themſelves fol- 
low the ſenſe-of ir, who are 
the molt eager contenders for the 
Authority of the Hebrew Copy ; 
who all agree, that the beginning 
of the Computation of the 430 
Years is to be taken before the 


Children of Tfjraels gairig into 


Egypt : and Menaſſeb Ben Tjral 
contends with many others , that 

the 430 Years did begin Row: 
| F y Cs Mags 471 oo | . 
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the Promiſe made to Abraham, and 
the 400 from the time of Iſaac, 
to which their moſt ancient 
Books of Chronology do agree, 
and to the ſame purpoſe ſpeak 
both Philo Judeus , and Joſephus, 
who although in one place he 
ſeems to make the Iſraelites af- 
fluction m Egypt to have been 400 
Years , yet when he {peaks more 
particularly of it, he makes the 
time of their abode im Egypt to have 
been only 215, and the 430 to be- 

- gin from. Abrahams entrance into 
Canaan: The Targum of Jona- 
than begins the 430 from the 
Viſion of Abraham-, and the 400 
from the Birth of Iſaac ; all 
which I mention;, to ler you lee 
that the Jews themſelves do in 
lenle. concur with the Samaritan 
and: Greek Copy.; and therefore 
we have more reaſon to ſuſpect 

{ome- 
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ſomething lefr out 1n the preſent 
terew , than any thing added 
-nchoſe Copies: But doth not this 
ke off from the Authority of the 
Scripture ? Not at all: For the 
only Queſtion is about the 'True 


Reading: And having the con- 


ſent of the Samaritan, Alexan- 
dian, and other Copies of the 


LXX. and of the Ancient 


Church , and of the Fews them- 


ſelves as to the ſenſe of it, we 


have reaſon to look on this as 
the truer Reading : Which 1s 


making no addition to the ſcri- 


pture either as toPerſons or Places, 
but only producing the more 
Authentick Copy; much leſs 
is this Adding or Changing as 
we pleaſe, for it we did this 
without ſo much Authority as we 
have for it, you might as eaſily 


| Teject it as we produce it. 


3. Afeer 
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* 2. Afterallthis, I donot 
the miighty force of your Reaſon 
co charge the Scriprure with Con- 
tradition ; {uppoling the 400 
Tears were to be ſpent in the ſervitude 
of the Children of Iſrael m Egypt. 
” Iconfels, when I found the Scri- 
pture lo boldly, ſo frequently 
charged with no lefs than Con- 
tradition , I expected ſomething 
like Demonſtration in the Caſe, 
eſpecially in this place which you 
choſc to put in the Front of all; 
butT donot find any thing like 
fuch a proof of a Contradiction, 
ſuppoling we ſhould allow the 
400 Years to be ſpent in Egypt- 
Yes, ſay you, Coath was 5 Nears 
Old when he came down into Egy pt, 
and When he had lived there 6x Iears 
be beeat Amrtam, and Amram 
being 70 Nears Old beat Moſes, to 
Which Moſes his 80 Tears being 
OO added, 
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aided, we have only 215 Years. 
But fince the Scripture doth not: 
aſign, the particular Age of 
ny of theſe, when they  begat 
heir Children, I ſee no impoſit- 


bility or repugnancy in the ſup- 
volition , that 400 Years ſhould 
pals from Levi's going into Egypt , 
to the Eightieth of Moſes, any 
more than from Salmons entrance 
Into Canaan to the time.of David ; 
for no more are reckoned in ſcrip- 
tre than Boaz the Son of Salmon, 
by Raab, and Obed , and Jeſſe ; So 
that by the ſame way , this lat- 
ter may be explained , the for- 
mer may be ſo too. If it be 


laid ; That either they begat their 
Children at a great Age , or that the. 
ſcripture in Genealogies doth not ſet 
down all the intermediate Parents , © 


but only the moſt eminent , (as Caleb 
i called the Son of 
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x Chron. 2. 9, 18. although ther i ® 
was at leaft one between them , ) the" 
very fame Anſwer will ſerve to ll 
clear this part of the Chronoloey of I? 
Scripture from any appearance ; 
of Contradidtion, Theſe things i | 
you might have found more i © 
largely deduced and fully handled || * 
by thoſe Learned Perſons, who 
have undertaken to clear the 
Chronology of Scripture : Who 
were men of more Judgment, 
than from any difficulty of this 
nature, to call in queſtion the 
Truth and uthority of the ſacred 
Ocriptures ; and although the Op1- 
nions of Chrenologers, are like the 
City Clocks, which ſeldom 3- 
Sree , yet ſome cothe nearer the 
- Une of the day than others do; 
and therefore you ought to ex- 
amine and compare them before 
you pronounce ſo peremprorily 
_—.. 


/bout Contradi&tions in ſcripture , 


which you have no reaſon to do © 


ll you find thatno one hypotheſis 
zmong them will ſerve to tree 
the ſcripture from ContradiRion : 
For otherwiſe , you do but blame 
the Sun, becaule you cannot 
inake the Clocks agree. 
| This is all I can find in your 
Papers under the bead of Contra- 
dictions 4 and 1 leave you now 
ſoberly to conſider , whether this 
place did afford you fſuthcienr 
ground for ſo heavy a Charge ; 
but if you ſay, you have 4 great 


this only for a Tryd of my skill ; be-. 


fore you 4 
ſeech you, Sir, to conſider , , 


pear to be Contradictians 'to 
weak, or unftudied, or pre-- 
o '0'o A = ” +. : . , ]1 | | 
jqudiced minds , which after due 
H 2 COR- 
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conſideration appear to be no 
ſuch things. A. deep prejudice 
finds a Contradiction in every 
thing; whereas in Truth, nothing 
but ill will , and impatience of 
conlidering, made any thing , 
It may be, which they Quarrel 
at, appear to be fo, It I had 
been of ſuch a quarrelſome hu- 
mour, I would have undertaken 
to have found out more Contra- 
dictions. in. your Papers, than 

you imagin, and yet you might 

have been confident, you had 
been guilty of nene at all. 
When I conſider the great pains, 
and Learning , and Judgement, 
which hath been ſhewn by the 
Chriſtian Writers in the Explica- 
tion. of the Scriptures;and the raw, 
y Indigeſted Objections which ſome 
love to, make againlt them, it 
I were te judge of things barely 
By oO”. "ay 
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by the fitneſs of perſons to judge 
of them , the dilproportion be- 
nycen theſe, would appear out 
of all compariſon. A modelt 
Man would in any thing of this 
nature ſay with himſelf, me- 
thinks, if there were ſuch Con- 
tradiftions in the Bible , as now 
ſeemtome,; ſo many perſons of 
incomparable Abilities in the 
Firſt, and latter Ages of the |, 
Lbriftian Church , who have 
made it their buſineſs ro enquire 
Into theſe things, would have 
diſcerned them before me : And 
yet they retained a mighty yene- 
ration for the ſcriptures , as com- 
Ing from God himlelt ; and there- 
fore it may be only weakneſs of 
Judgement , want of Learning , 
or {ome ſecret prejudice may. 
make me ſuſpect theſe things ; - or 

J elſe I muſt ſuſpe&t the honeſty of 
a *-. a 


, 
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all thoſe perſons who have pre- 
tended ſuch a Devotion to the 
Scriptures , and yet have belie- 
ved them full of Contradictions. 

2. Wherem the Contradiction 
appears. Is it in the main and 
weighty parts of the Religion re- 
vealed herein, or 1s it only in 
{ome {maller' Circumſtances as 
to time and place ? "The great 
thing you are to look after, arc 
theMartters thoſe Scriptures tell you 
your Salvation depends upon; 
and if there be a full conſent, and 
agreement therein; you find 
enough for you to believe and 
Practice. And it ſome Contra- 
dictions ſhould ſtill appear to yo 
m ſmaller Matters, what follows 
> from thence 5 but only that the 
lame care was not taken about 

| hitcle, as aboit great things ? 

And you oughcto ſet thar appes: 


Fance 
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cance of Contradiction in {mall 
Matters , together with the real 
conſent in the things of the high- 
eſt importance ; and from thence 
rather to infer , that this was no 
combination er deſign to deceiye 
others ; for ſuch perſons take the 
oreateſt care to prevent {ufpicton , 


by their exactnels in every minute , 


Circumitance; and ſometimes 
the over-much care to prevent 
luſpicion doth raiſe it the more. 

3- What ways have been uled 
by Men of judgement and lear- 
ning , to clear thoſe places from 
the charge of Contradiction. 
For, not one of the Objections 
you can ſtart now, but hath bee 


all the difficulties that belong ta 
it examined; If you will not 
take the pains to do'this; . 1t 15 
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on, but only ſeek tor a pretence 
to cavil ; eſpecially, it you on- 
ly ſearch the weakeſt or moſt 
injudicious Writers on the Scrip- 
cures, and endeavour to expole 
their opinions, without taking 
notice of what others have {aid 
with ' more clear and evident 
Reaſon. This ſhews either want 
of Judgment in chooſing ſuch 
Expoſitors, -or want of Can 
dor and fair dealing and a de- 
lire of taking any advantage 


4. How hard a Matter 1t 15 
for us at this diſtance to under- 
{tand exactly the grounds of 

tis. ...a5 he macro 
compuration of . Times uſed 1o 
long ago: and therefore in all 
difficulties of this- nature . we 
ought to make the faireſt allow- 
ances that may be, conſidering 
ys  with- 
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cours are no where more eaſily 
committed by Tranſcribers , than 
in numbers : and that 1t 1s a very 
unreaſonable thing , that a Book 
otherwiſe deſerving to be 


thought the beſt Book in the © 


World, ſhould be {corned and 
rejected, becauſe there appears 
ſome difference in the computation 
of times\ We do not ſo exactly 
know the manner of the Hebrew 


Chronology, nor, the nature of 


their Year, or Intercalations , 


nor the cuſtoms of their Genea- 
beies, nor the allowance to be 


made for interregnums, 1o as to 
be able to define peremptorily in 


theſe things . bur it is ſufficient 
to ſhew , that there 1s no 1mpro- 
babilicy in the accounts that are 
oiven; and no (ufficient reaſon 
can be drawn from thence to 


reject 


withall, that eſcapes and er-_ 


X03 


rejec& the Authority of the Serip 
tures. þ 
2. I come to conſider the ' 
places you object, as cont aininy 
things inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom 
or Goodneſs of God , according to « 
rational perſwaſion, and thoſe arc 
either, 1. From the Laws of Mo- 
les. 2. From the expreſs ſtory 
the Bible, o& attions of the Pro- 
pets. 
1. From the Laws of Moles: 
Your firs Objeftion 15 from Exod. 
21. 7. Where a Man i ſuppoſed t! 
ſell bis Daughter; which you |a), 
it is incredible to believe that God 
ſhould permit ; becauſe it implies ut 
- natural affeftion and covetouſneſs # 
the Father. Bar, SIr on You do 
not conſider , that this is barely 
2 proviſional Law, and is not the 
permiſſeen of the thing, fo muck 
_ the regmlatio a of It 3 ſuppolin 5 


} 
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ito be done, i. e. incaſe a Man 

ſhould part with his intereſt in 

his Daughter to another Perfon , 

yon an extraordinary cafe of 

neceſfiry , as the Jews underſtand 
it. yetthen, ſhe was not to be 
in the condition of a Servant , 
but to be either Betrothed to the 
Perſon who recerv'd her, or to 
his Son ; which was intended for 
the reftraint of promiſcuous Buy- 
Ing and Selling Daughters , meer- 
ly for the fatisfa&tion of Luft. 
The Jews who certainly beſt un- 
derſtood their own Judicial Laws, 
do ſay, that this was never to be 
done, but where there was a 
preſumption of ſuch a betrothing ; 
bor no Man could Sell his Daugh- 
ter to thoſe to whom it was un- 
lawful for her to Marry by their 
Law; ſo that this was looked on 
25 2 kind of Eſpouſals of a young 


v. . 
"I 
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another; but ſo, that if ſhe 


ſuppoſed , it hath been thought 
lawful for Parents to make ad- 
vantage by their Children, not 


- greateſt eſteem for Wiſdom. For 


® was not only in uſe among 
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Girle, taken into Wardſhip by 


vere not Betrothed , ſhe was tg 
remain her 6 Years during her 
Minority , as the Fews under- 
{tand It : unleſs {he WECrre redee- 
med , or ſet Free, or the Jubile 
came, or the Maſter dyed, or the 
time of her Minority expired. 


2. The cale of neceſſity being 


only by the Jews, but by other 


Nations, who have been in the 


by the Law of the 12 Tables, 
among the Romans, the Father 
had the liberty of Selling his 
Son three times, for his own ad- 
vantage, as Dionyſ. Halicarnaſ- 
ſeus relates; and before that time, 


the 
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he Romans , but in ſuch efteem 
:mong them , that upon the re- 
view of their Laws the Decem- 
vii durſt not leave it out; but 
by. one of the Laws of Numa 
Pompilius , it was reſtrained to the 
imes before Marriage, for in 
cale the Son had the Fathers con- 
ſent to Marry , he could not Sell 
him -afrerwards, -as the fame 
Author tells us. This Law con- 
tinued in force among them, till 
Chriſtianity prevailed in the Roman 
Empire , for although there were 
a prohibition of Dzocletian againſt 
It, yet that ſignified nothing , 
ull Conſtantine took care, That 
ſuch indigent Parents ſhould be Ye- P 
leved out of the publick charge, Cod: 
Theodoſ. 1. 11. tit. 27. 2- And 
yet after this, che Cuſtom did _ 
continue , when the Parents were 
in great. want, -as appears by a 


Law 


ns ©bjertions ageiin( the Suthoziy 
Law of TT heodoſueus , Cod. 3+ tit. 2, 1 
Omnes qUOS Parentum miſeranda T 01 | 
tung in ſervitium dum Vitum requi- 
runt addixit , . mgenuttati priſting 
reformentur. And it further ap- 
pears, that even in Conſtantin's 
time, notwith{tanding the Law 
made by him , Parents would 
Till , when they thought them- 
felves overcharged with Chil- 
dren, part with their Interek 
in them to others for — | 
but it was chiefly while they 
- were. ſangunolenti, as the Law 
expreſſes it , i. e. new Born. Cod. 
Theod. l. 5. tit. 8. By the Laws 
of Athens , before Solons time , 
Parents might ſell their Children, 
as appears by Plutarch, in his Life; 
and the ſame Philaſtratus reports 
of the Phrygians, l. 3. vit. Apolion- 
Tyan. and T: like cuſtom doth 


obrain among the Chineſes ro this 
Lb M 2 
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ky, if perſons do think them- 
plycs unable to bring up their 


Ec/ildren themſelves. And there 


xe two things to be ſaid for It. 
1. The natural obligation lying 
on Children to provide for their 
Parents in neceſſity , by any way 
they are able. 2. The probabi- 
liry of better Education under 
more able Perſons; and there- 
tore the Thebans had a Law , That 
Parents im -caſe of poyerty, were 
to bring thety Children to the Magi- 


firate , as ſoon as they were Born, _ 115., .. 


who put them out to ſuch as were fudged bif. I. 2.6.7: 
fit to bring them up, and to have 
their ſervice for their reward. A 

Brit however, you ſay, "This 
place implys a toleration of having 
many Wives , becauſe it #s ſaid , if 
he take him another Wife , V. TO. 
I donet deny , that the Meſaical 
Law did ſuppoſe the pra&tice - 

OTE LY- 
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- ther doth it exprelsly condemn it 


ſtian Law is far more excellent 


as from thence to infer, that 


from God: You might have ſaid 


| his P olitical Government , he may 
| not always puniſh that, which 1s 
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where exprelsly allow it, ni. 


And although we ſay, the Chyj. 


which reduceth Marriage to its 
firſt inſticution ; yet you will find 
It a hard Matter to prove ſuch 
a permiſſion of - Polygamy as this 
Was , to be {o repugnant to, the 
Law and Principles of Nature, 


this Law of Moſes could not be 


the ſame about the Matter ot 
Divorce, which was permitted, 
them ; Chriſt faith , for the hard- 
neſs of their hearts : Which thews, 
that God-doth riot always require 
thatfrom Men which is beſt plea- 
ling to himſelf; and that as to 


not ſo pleaſing to him. The 


. - 
t | - 


of 
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if the Dcripturts-Anlwered, 
The next Law you quarrel at 


le tryal of Virginity : Which you 
object againſt , as immode$t , and 
certain; atid therefore unbecommg 
the Wiſdom of God: So ; many 


atoms of choſe elder tinies of 


the World, and of the Eaſter 


ps to this day ſeem very 
range to us, that are not ſo 


of them. Methinks, it better 
becomes ottr Modeſty in ſuch ca- 
ſes, to queſtion our underſtan- 
ding thebs cuſtomes, than” pre- 
ently to caſt ſo much difparage- 


well acquainted with the Reaſons - 


tr2 


& 


ment on the Author of them. + 


lf you had been offended art the 


ny of the Jews themſelves ſay ; 


they are to. be underſtood figu- 
ratively of the evidence that 
| was to be brought and lard” opert 
Gels before 


a..-42 


literal ſenſe of thofe Words ; ma- 
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before the Judges, on behalf of 
the defamed Perſon. And both 
Jeſephus and Philo omit the laying 
open the Cloth. But {uppoling 
it to be taken in the plainelt lire- 
ral ſenſe, I have Two Things to 
fay in vindication of this Law. 
x. That however uncertain ſome 
Phyſitians have thought that way 
of Iryal to have been in theſe 
- Parts of the World, yet it is ge- 
nerally agreed to have held tor 
the Eaſtern parts, by the molt 
Skilful Phyfitians among the 4ra- 
bians : And a cuſtom of the ſame 
nature is ſaid by good Authors 
to have been obſerved among 
the Egyptians , and other Africans, 
as well as the Arabians , ſo that 
— This could not be thought 10 
ftrange or irhmodeſt among the 
Inhabitants of thoſe parts ; And 
it 1s Very probable that ſom 


pat- | 


Marriage ; therefore all the proof 
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particulars , as tO the Practice of 


theſe Laws are not fer down, 


which might very much tend to 
the certainty of them , as the 
Age of the Married Perlons, 
which was moſt likely then, as 
itisto this day in the Eaſtern parts, 
very early, the Jews lay, at 12 
years old , which would make 
the Tryal more, certain. 2. As 
to the Modeſty of it, you are to 
conlider , tharthe Law was inten- 
ded to keep perſons from unjuſt 
defamations , and ſuch a way of 


Tryal was therefore pitched upon 


to deter perlons from ſuch defa- 
mations;which Men might other- 
wile have been more ready to., 
becauſe of the liberty of divorce , 
and the advantage they had in 
laving the dower, if they 'could 


prove the party vitiated before 
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of that Nature was to be paſled 
ſoon after the conſummation of 
Marriage, waich being agreed 
then by all the Friends, there 
was to be no liberty left for defa- 
mation afterwards ; but in caſe 
any Man {hould be guilty of it; 
the producing thoſe Evidences , 
which before they were agreed 
upon , ſhould .be ſufficient to 
clear the Innocency of the party 
acculed. And therefore I look 

on this Law, as the Jews do on 

- that of the rebellious ſon, of which 

they lay , that there is no inſtance 
of the practice of it; the Penal- 
ty threatned being ſo effectual to 
prevent the occaſion of it. 
And. ſuch in a great Meaſure , 
I ſuppoſe the other Law mentio- 
ned by you to have been, viz; 
of the Water of Jealouſy : which 
you make ſo ſtrange a matter of; 


and 


c 


( 
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and think it ſavours too much of a 
eſto 0 gratify the jealous humour 
of the Jewiſh Nation: But "ng 
might haye put a fairer con 

ion upon it , viz. That it was 
intended to prevent any occaſion 
of ſuſpicion being givent to the 
Husband , by too much familia- 
rity with other perſons ; ſince 
the Law allowed ſo ſevere a 
Trial, in Caſe the Wite after ad- 
monition did not forbear ſuch 
luſpected familiarity , bur if you 
had looked on the Law , asitis, 
Num. -5. 12, 13. Wc. you 
would have found , that the de- 
hon of it was to keep Women 
from committing ſecret Adultery , 
by ſo ſevere a Penalty; yet with- 
all allowing ſo much to a reaſo- 


nable ſuſpicion, (for ſo the Jews 


underſtand it, with many Cau- 
tions and Limitations) that rather 
L3- then 


1" 
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" honour of Innocency publickly 


\ not ends at all unbecoming due 


- red your pity for Men z 4AS you think, 


Dbjections agatnlt the Authozity 
then Married perſons ſhould live 
under perpetual jealouſies , he 
appointed this extraordinary way 
of Tryal, whereby Adultery was 
molt ſeverely puniſhed , and the 


vindicated , which certainly are 


Conceptions of God. 

The laſt of the Jewiſh Laws, 
which you quarrel with 1s the 
prohibition of Uſury, in ſeveral places 
of Moſes his Law and the Pſalms : 
And from hence you fall into a 
long Diſcourle to prove the lawful- 
neſs of Uſury : But to what pur- 
pole I beleech you ? For you were 
ro rms , that God could never 
forbid it; you might have ſpa- 


Blmded with ſuperſtition , and chea- 
ted with New and Atry Notions : 
For by all that I can ſee by theſe 

| Papers, 


this , That you cannot 1 
| God ſnould make a Law much to 


Mans inconvenience » and forbid him 
ſo nice and mdifferent bing, 48 / 


Moderate increaſe of profit 


wiſh Nation , V 


Grounds peculiar tO TL 
tion of rhat People ; 4s aPPEArs by 


he words Of he Law , Deut- 23* 
Thou ſhalt not lend to ſur 
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as this, for God would never 


* the Riches of the Nation lay. in 
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none of the Laws which are foun, 
ed upon -conmen and Mid 
Reaſons have ſuch Limitations 


haye ſaid, Thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery with thy Brothers Wife . but 
with the Wife of 4 Stranger thou 
maiſt. Burt there was this par- 
ticular Reaſon, for the prohibi- 
tion of Uſury to the Jewiſh Nation : 
It pleaſed God to fix their Habi- 
tation , not upon the Sea-lide, 
as Tyre and Sidon ſtood : but 
within Land where they had no 
conveniencies of Trading , but 


Agriculture and Paſturage : In 
which the Returns of Maney arc 
neither {o quick nor ſo adyantage- 
ous to **: 8 ſufficient compenſa- 

Lion for the Intereſt of the Money 
in the time they have it ; For the 
main thing valuable in Money is 
Mane an ©: 


of the Scriptures Anfwered, 


Wc advantage the borrower 
makes of it; and where that 1s 


oreat, it ſeems reaſonable that the 


perſon whole che Money is,thould 
have a proportionable ſhare of the 
zdvantage made hy it; but where 
perſons borrow only far preſent 
occaſions to ſupply their neceſ1- 
ries, there it is only an A& of kind- 
neſs tolend, and it would be un- 
reaſonable to preſs upon, or take 
advantage by anothers neceſhiries. 
And this ſeems to have been the 
caſe among theJews;they were on- 
ly thePoor that wanted Money for 
preſent neceſſities ; the Rich had 
no way to imploy it in Trading, 
unleſs that they lent to the Tyrian 
Merchants , which it was lawful 
by their Law to do; now if they 


took Hſury of their own people, 


it muſt be of thoſe whole urgent 
neceflity, and not hopes of a 


mighty 


Iz 
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mighty increaſe by it made the ic 
borrow , and therefore it was ali; 
very juſt and reaſonable Law to 
forbid Uſury among them : which 
] believe he would never haye 
done , it he had placed the Jew 
upon the Coaſts of Phanicia , 
where "Trading was ſo much in 
requeſt, 
'Thele are all the Laws which 
you have picked out of the 
| Whole Body of the Jewiſh Law, 
to repreſent it unbecoming the 
Wiſdom of God: And now I pray 
Sir, look back again upon them, 
ſee how few, how ſmall, how 
weak your Objections are; and 
compare them with the weight, 
and juſtice, and prudence, and 
- piety, expreſſed in all the reſt, 
and I hope you will find caule to 
be aſhamed of ſpeaking lo har- 
{thly of thoſe Laws, fo well 


Accor” 


10 


Ui 
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ccommodared to thoſe Ages 
f the World, and the Cond1- 


Wn of that People for whom 


they were appointed. 
>. I now conſider what you 


of Moles , 
Fxod. 32. 32. t of thy 
Brok which thou haſt written : 
Where your deſign is to ſhew 
that Moles prayed to be Damned , 
ind that this was a very irrational 
thing : And ſavouring more of paſſs- 
m than of the Spirit of God. But 
whar if Moſes meant no ſuch. 
thing as Damnation ? As there 


of the Bible. _ 


123 


's not any word in the Context 


relating that ways , but all the 
deſign of that Chapter 1s about a 
Temporal puniſhment”, which 
was a preſenr Deſtruction of the 
People for their fins. And the 
Book out of which he pp 
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God to. blot him , ſeems to me (Mi 
be no other, than the Roll offid 
Gods choſen people , who were to poſh 
"ſeſS the Land of Canaan : For (dit! 
Wo properly ſignifies a Roll offi © 
Regiſter. Pſalm 69. 28. Welſe 
meet with z2wm wav the Roll offi 
the living , or the Book of the living" 
 werender it, becauſe all ancientW?| 
Books were in the faſhion of Roll, th 
In that Chapter , Moſes intercedes ni 
with God on behalf of the Peo- 
ple, that he would make good 
his promiſe to them, of þrin- 
ging them intq the Land of Ca- 
Naan. 0. 13. and v. 3o. He 
os up to make an Atonemeln! 
or the People, i. c. as to the 

cutting them off mn t be Wilderneſs J 
and therefore he defires rather 
than the People ſhould be de- 
ſroy'd, that God would ftrike hm 
- gu of the Roll , that he might Dye 4 
AV 


= HD. mam 880 


— 
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fe Wilderneſs rather than the People 7 


ind God gives that Anfwer to 
this purpoſe , V- 33+ Whoever 
huth frnned again$t me , will T blot out 
f my Book, the ſenſe of which is 
hefame with thoſe words of the 
Plalmiſt , he ſware in his wrath that 


they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. 


Plal. 95, 11. And according to 
. this interpretation, which is moſt: 


natural and eafte, all your long 
Difcourfe againſt praying to be Dam- 
d comes to juſt nething ; there 
being no pretence for it, either 
n the Text or Context. 

2. The ſtory of Ruth doth not 
pleaſe you, 45 ſavouring in your 


omon of a great deal of Immodeſty ; 
but you would have a better op1- 
nion of it, if you conſider that 
the reaſon of her carriage to- 
wards Boaz, in fuch a manner , 
ab 


pe 


Was upon Naomies telling her th 
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he was one to whom the right of re 


demption aid belong , and by con( 


quUENCE , by their Law » was ti 
Marry her. Ruth 2. 20. An 
this Ruth pleaded to Boaz 
Ruth 3. 9. By which it appears 
that he verily believed that he 


was legally her Husband ; anc 
Boaz, we lee ſpeaks of her as off 
that was a Vertuous Woman , and 
known to be ſuch in the whole City. 


V. 11. And he confeſles he wa 
her near kinſman , only he faith, 
there was one nearer. V. 12. By 
which it ſeems, if there had not, 
Boaz, had made no Scruple 0! 
the matter : And the Jews lay, 
in {uch Marriages very little Cere- 
" mony was required , if the next 
of kin did not renounce his right, 
becauſe the Law had determined 
the Mar Y tage before hand b If 
you had bur conlidered this one 
thing, 


J£ # /aid, that God gave to David his 
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thing , you would have ſpared : 


he many Obſeryations you make 


on this ſtory. 
2. You Object againſt 2 Sam. 


12. $8. as too much countenancing 
ather Inceſt or Adultery , becauſe it 


Maſters Wives into his Boſom. Bur 


1. It is very ſtrange to bring this 
T place as a countenance to Adultery , 


which was purpoſely deſigned to 
upbraid David with the 11n of 
Adultery. and you will find it 
no eaſie matter , by the conſti- 
tuciton of the Moſaical Law , 
to prove Polygamy to be 
Adultery. 2. The Jews give a 


fair Interpretation of this place, - 


for they lay, chat the Wife of a 
Kins could never Marry after her 
Hicbands deceaſe, as the Gemara 
on the Title Sanhedrim expreſly 


faith, 


them 


alchough ſome among 
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them tollow the Opinion of 
Jebuda , that ſhe might Mar 


- Dbjections againl the Juthozity - 


Selden. wvxor 
Ebracl.t.c.io. - 


Davids power, and out of whom 
he might chooſe Wives, without 
danger of Inceſt, and even ſome 
of thoſe who aſſert it lawful for 
one King to Marry his predeceſ: 
lors Wife, yer ſay in this caſe of 
David , that the Word only 1m- 
plies, that they were of Saul's 
Family, as Merab and Michal were, 
but not Saul's Wives. So that all 
the difficulty here ariſes only 
from the Interpretation of an 
unuſual word, in which we have 
much more reaſon to trult 
__ the 


of the Scriptures Inſwcred; 
the Jews than other Writers. 
4. You are much offended at 


Hiſea's Marrymg an Adultereſs : But 

all the formidable difficulties of _ 

that place will preſently vaniſh, 

it you allow the Prophetical 
Schemes, wherein thole things are 

ſaid to be done, which are in- 

tended only to repreſent in a more 

lively manner the things ſignified 

by them. And fo you may ce 

the Chaldee Paraphraſe 3 tully CX- 

plains this place of Moſes and 
Maimonides purpoſely diſcourſeth . We 
on the Prophetick parables, an Meweb. 1:4 
drings this as one of the inſtances «46 

of them - and with him the relt 

of the Fewiſh Interpreters agree: 


But you Obje&t againlt ſuch a Way 


of Teaching a tending £0 the en- 
{ | Vice, Which 1t 1s 
being deligned to 

" odiouinels of It: 

For 
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For the whole Scope of the Pro. 
phet 1s to let the People under- 
ſtand , that their Idolatry was as 
hateful ro God as the fin of 4du]-M. 
tery , and that the conſequence of I 
it would be their Miſery and Ru- 
And yet that God expreſled 
as much tenderneſs to them , asa 
Man that was very fond of a Wo- 
man would do, in being unwil- 
ling to put her away, although 
he knew ſhe were falle to his Bed: 
the former is intended in the firit 


| Chapter, and the latter in the 


chird. And whatis there tending 
to Immorality in all this ? May 
not God make ule of ane Vice, 
whole evil is more notorious tO 
repreſent another by , whole 
evil they are more hardly con- 
vinced of? May not he ſer forth 


| a Degenerate People by the Sons of 


an Adultereſs? And by the Names 
g1VeN 


| HP 
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MF given to them exprels his deteſta- 
MF tion of their wickedneſs? Eſpe- 
cially when the Parabolical Terms 
| are ſo clearly explained , as 


they are in the ſecond Chap- 
[Cer 
But you will ſay, theſe things 
are related as plain matters of Fatt : 
with the ſeveral circumſtances belon- 
ging to them. It is true, they 
are ſo, but ſo Parables uſe to be; 
lo was Nathan's to David, lo is © 
that of the Rich Man and Laza- 
rus 1n the New Teſtament ; {o Is 
Jeremies going to Euphrates to hide 
his Girdle ; (for it is not very likely 
the Prophet ſhonld be ſent 18 or 
20 days Journey 1nto an Enemies _ 
Country for no other end: ) — | 
1s Exekiels lying on one ſide for 390 "I 
days, and having his Head and 
Beard contrary to the Law , as, 
 Maimonides obſerves: And his 


XK 3 © aggng 


Fer. 13. 4» 5s 


132. 


Teh. 8.8, 


are accuſtomed to another way of 


Objecttons againſt the Juthozity 
dio ging in the Walls of the Temple at | 


 Hiernuſalem, while he was in 


Babylon: And many other rhings | 
of a like nature , which are let | 
forth with as punctual a Narra- 
tion of circumſtances as this of ? 
Hoſea , and yet they were only | 
hgurative expreſſions. We that 


Learning, think theſe things 
ſtrange ; but this was a very com- 
mon way in the elder times, and 


"It 15 to this day much uſed 1n the 


Eaitern Countries, to repreſent 
Duties to ſome, under the Parables 
ot things as really done by others: 
As may be ſeen -in Locman and- 
Perzoes, beſides what Clemens 
Alexandrinus and others have {aid , 
concerning the Antiquity and com- 
mon ule of this Parabolical way of 

Teaching. PR 
I now come to your Objecti- 
EL ons 
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ons againſt the 'New Teitament : 
but I find them ſo few , and thoſe 
lo {light and inconliderable , as 
co the end for which you produce 
them, that I may eahily paſs 
them over. To that about the 
continuance of Miracles, I have 
already Anſwerd: And I find 
not one word in the places 
mentioned by you , which im- 
plies the neceſlity of the conti- 
nuance of them in all Ages of 
the Chriftian Church. "That 
place, Mark 10. 29, 30. ſpeaks 
of no more but ſuch 2 recom- 
pence in this life as 1s conſiitent 
with perſecution . and th erefore * 
muſt chiefly lie in inward con- 
tentment; which all wile Men 
have yalued above external ac- 
commodations; although with- 
all , by the account St. Paul 
gives of himſelf, and his Bre- 


IRE thren, 


134 


2 Cor. 6. 10. 


not 


amp. 
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Objections againſt the Authozity 
thren, God did abundantly pro- | 
vide for them one way or other. 
As having nothing , and yet enjoying 
all things: Which amounts to 


a Hundred-fold in this life. 


But certainly you are the firſt 
Man, Who have Objected the 
obſcurity of the Book of Revela- 
tions, againgſt the Authority of the | 
Scriftures : Which is juſt as it 
one {ſhould Obje&t the quadra- 
tare of the Circle againſt 
Mathematical certainty. It we 
grant that there are ſome things 
in that Myſtical Book, we do 
not yet well underſtand ; what 
then! Muſt neither that Book, 
nor any other of the Bible be 
of Divine Revelation ? I will 
purſue the unreaſonable- 


nels of this way 'of arguing lo 
far as I might. bur I leave Our 
lelf to conſider of it, and of | 


all 


m 
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o- all that I have Written, in 


2r. | order to your ſattsfaftion. If 


ng | you think fit to return an An- 
to | ſwer, I pray do it clearly and 
ſhortly, and with that freedom 
trom Paſſion, which becomes 


lo weighty a Matter : And 


right underſtanding in all 
things. I am 


+ | June 17. Str , 
IO75F. / 


Your Faithful Servant, 


| beleech God to give you a 


